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CIVIL RIGHTS 
CONTINUES 

A RMAGH'S CIVIL RIGHTS march is 
over What are the lesaons to be 
learned frosn it? Over 5*000 armed 
passive civil ri^ghls marchers* .ahcr fc4- 
U)wing police instruciiotis lo (he letter* 
were met with a police barricade ^ftcr a 
march of 10 minutes and infbhned by 
County Inspector Sherrand that ‘Unfor¬ 
tunately 1 am unable to keep my word to 
you, i have been unable to keep the 
“opposition" from the centre of the 
limn. Vou cannot proceed,' This was 
an admission that Craig's minions, the 
gallant boys with the batons in Dcrr>\ 
were unable (or unwilling) to attempt to 
conifol an armed horde of about 1*000 
Paisleyiles, brandishing sticks with naih 
in them, chair tegs, sledgehammers and 
ifisorted small arms. Police searches of 
all vehicles coming into Armagh that 
moming resulted in the confiscation of 
over ^ bayonets, several dozen swords 
(shades of 1690), shillelaghs, axes, knives 
and the arrest of five gun-carrying 
Paisley ites This armed mob. screaming 
whai they fondly imagined were Biblical 
slogans, t-g. *No Pope here , look over 
the city centre, ignoring police ’rei^uesis’ 
noi to, beat up TV cameramen fat one 
stage their work w-as done for them by 
the police themselves who attacked the 
'Panorama' film team! and prevented a 
peaceful CR march through iha ci^v 
Ttvc %hog CraVg hm (surprise, surprise) 
blamed it all on the ‘rogues and rascals 
w'ho make up the so^cahed civil rights 
marches w'bieh bring anarchy into our 
streeh'. Paisley & Co. have jwtsed 



—ayef so was Brickie Challoncr! Bui 
this isn’t preventing Cmig and his 
Lardncr-Burkc-type lunatics from openly 
displaying their contempt for the spine¬ 
less O'Neill, whose best hope is that the 
frightened businessmen and bourgeoisie 
will rally round him and help him purge 
the UDI-mi Tided backwoodsmen. (When 
asked how they w*ouId manage without 
the £112 million p,a. from Westminster 
if UDI were declared, one MP blithely 
anoounced that this could be easily done 
by abolishing the family allowances of 
the promiscuous largc-familicd RCs.) 

Despite the light relief of these 
lunacies, the situation is tense. Every 
peaceful CR march is going to be met 
by Paisleyites, many of whom will he 
armed, if Armagh is anything to go by. 
Ulster has plenty of guns left over from 
'the troubles' arid recently all B Specials 
fice FftKiiDOM No, 32), were offered 
brand new British rifles and ammunition 
for only £Z1 Many availed themselves 
of the offer. If Craig and Paisley do 
succeed in stirring up sectarian violence, 
it wilt provide the opponunity for the 
equally lunatic IRA to step in and blood 
will flow merely according lo a man's 
religion (agnostics and atheists being fair 
game to either side). 

PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY GROUPS 

This we must strive to avoid at all 
costs. The struggle here must be a class 
struggle. Poor Paisleyites need basic civil 
rights just as much as poor RCs; but for 
too long i^c djyidfi **-1 ^ 

Oie ■untohms and the Orange Order, ably 
abetted by their green counterparts, the 
Naijortalists and Hibernians, have en¬ 
sured that the bigotry and hatred that 
men like Paisley feed on exists. Only the 
People's Democracy has shown a truly 


What happened at Derry and Armagh 
shows why Craig had to go 


mutioii’i of confidence in Adolf, who 
recipr>»c«tcd by apeakirtg in Jhc Ulster 
Hall, Rev lari 1 stamping ground, on the 
Thursday befoR^ Armagh to a larg^; 
crtjwd of predommainly fanatical Pais¬ 
ley itci He gave an incitdibk display 
of rabid RC-baiting and rantFirg to an 
enthusiastic crowd, and attacked the 
‘dynamic’ 5-poini plan of O'Neill which 
he himself is supposed to implemeni. 
(PaisIey's laical piiWishing vetiUirc is 
Cat hoik Terror by Avro ManhaiUin, a 
10/6 must for your Xma^ stocking.) 

The irony of the meeting, howevci, 
wa.s highlighted by what happened in 
Armagh 'The meeting w.is to gtv« 

support lo the olhcial Unioni't candidate 
for West Belfast, McKobciis the m^mth 
At present the seat is held by the Fuislcy 
ties’ bete noire, Gerry Pin (Rcpiiblitiin 
Labour), due to a split jn the Unioniu 
vote. Hcgsirding Iht oflicial Unionist cun^ 
didates as too mi^dcnile, the PaiTileyitc.s 
selected a ProLe>iiant Union ist candidate, 
thus splitting the vote and allowing 1 lit 
1 ft Brochures for last Thursday's lubble- 
rou'jing fia^cxi announced that it had been 
called ’to lay Pill to rest', but it svtms 
that this provDeative pica muy nut be 
answered for Mcltobertx so t nee used the 
cxiremists That they wrecked his cat and 
tried to hcHi Inm up tn Armagh. 'I hey 
will ulr^ront certainly be piiUiiiy up theii 
own man aguiu. FiU'^i prcieticc in W 
Belfast is particularly galling fur Paisley 
since the constituency included Sandy 
Row, the siaunchesi Prolcslant slum area 
in llic city from wheic he draws much of 
his support. 

FAISI^V SUMMONSIlD 
The scene here is now diantie The 

\ thug Craig has rduclantly had to issue u 
HJmmiins iigainst Paesley and his bench 
man the gallant Maior Bunting for 'un 
l4ftful assembly' at Armagh, and fTNeill 
“jjB just asked opfHHilion MPs li> remem 
W I hat 'Mr. Craig is acting under great 
tfflhi and we must lake that into account 
considering hi^ Ulster Malt speech' 


non-sectarian face so far, and it b en¬ 
couraging that PD groups have been set 
up already around the province and that 
it is broadening out from a purely stu¬ 
dent base. Now members of PD are 
being harassed and threatened by llic 

Special Branch. Suspended sentences are 
being used as intimidation as well as the 
threats of loas of grants. All litis is being 
sirenuouiily lesislecl. Nobody with any 

WIT is being conned by tlic supposed ‘con¬ 
cessions' of O’NcjU’s 5 p^tijils. riic flghl 
goes on. We hope for laige sciile yupjion 
from England and Scut land for our 

march on the 14lh. 

Titc new Governor Grey of NuimLon, 
arrayed in all bis archaic lincry* was 
a democratic welcome wlien his 

cjvaleadc drove up to Siormoni. Pcrdicd 
.aiop I he statue of I he immortal Carson 
was a jfUTiibvr of ihe PD with a huge 
sign saying ‘Wi’Iciimc to PasdsT Ulster' 
Up to now tile guvernor's job hn'v been 
merely a well jiiiid ^meciirc Maybe Ibis 
can hu changed 

Only iiy mor« and fimre ikmonulHi 
lions and meetings and ceawle^t uetjvfly 
can we hope to fTiflocnce events here ntul 
remove iht Nlignia of fascism ami ilie 
fyptcifll Acis whfch foul our 

provint r 

Wil l lAM Wuusitit 


TIMES iti editorial the Tcmiisiiivc Society'. I wish 
(9.12.68) enttiled The Danger knew where this society was, 

lo BriUiin' advocates a coalilioii -' 

government. TUs Sounds inrtoctious, 
put baldly in this way Q^e govern¬ 
ment is very like another after all. 

The two parties bive been inueh 
the same to all inlenis and purposes 
for years. However ii ^ot quite 
so simple. The article deals in its 
first half with economics. The £ is 
in a very weak position, and so on. 

Economics is not niy strong poiiiu 
so I am prepared to accept this and 
lake their word for ii. As far as I 
can see ati economic system based 
on money is always something of a 
confidence trick. I am intrigued by 
the theory pul forward that people 
are losing confidence in money as 
such, and amused to Icam that, in 
addition to investing in everything 
Trom silver to slumps', 'people are 
even inclined to prefer racehorses lo 
money'. Being a poor man, when I 
have had any extra money I have 
spent it on clothing, furniture and 
tedding, beyond absolute necessity, 
because material obiecis deteriorate 
less rapidly than iponcy loses in 
value. I discovered lhi.'^ trick many 
years ago. The general public seem 
to he catching on to It. If one has 
a religious veneration for the money 
system this developmcia will seem 
distressing of course, bat not if one 
regards it as a great big swindle. 

What I find more .dixmui& is lilg- 

wtjLy in -wlilvti in i rTtC 

writer changes ov&tsrXo quite, a 
different line of appro^h, and sUirls 
to talk about the indi^pline (as he 
regards it) of modern life in general. 

The connection between tliis and 
the economic arrangements of our 
society is obscure to me. One gets 
the impre,ssioii that the economic 
arguments are inlendedl to 'mystify' 

(as the current phrase is) the reader, 
so that he will imagipe that the 
financial difticulUes of Britain are a 
moral issue. (They afe in a way, 
but not in the way the writer means. 

It is as if a gang of pirates have 
robbed their victims* then adjured 
them to work hard, deprive them¬ 
selves, Ln order lo ania^ more trea¬ 
sure so that they can bdconveniently 
robbed again.) 

THE MYTH Of 
PERMISSIVENESS 
People are always lulling about 


I 

I 

would go and live there, in fact, 
although there is more freedom to 
publish satirical journals, which arc 
amusing but do not really threaten 
the status quo* and pictures of kinky 
fadics in bools, and so forth, society 
seems to me to be very well disci¬ 
plined indeed, 'There is very liLLle 
freedom for anybody. One can wear 
one's hair long and a flowered shirt, 
but that's about as far as it goes, ^ 

The Times goes on* ‘The classic 
political answer is well known . , . 
the first thing that has lo be done is 
restore confidence in the ability of . 
the Government to govern. The best 
way to do that is to have a coalition 
or national government. . . This 
coalition government will check The 
rising anarchy’, examples of which 
are to be found in the universities* 
on football trains and of course on 
the factory floor. This govenunent 
will not be afraid to reduce its ex¬ 
penditure and 'face unem ploy men L% 
which means to cut down the social 
services and create unemployment 
as a means of social control. 

To me it IS alarming that: a 
setni-oflicial organ such as The 
Times' should come out with these 
opinions* Ohvinusly it rcflecfs the 
point of view of some very' powerful 
people. The trend is clear. The 
post-Second World War boom is 

over* rSeyv techiuques lautoma- 
froni arc' crenrrng nnemploym^; 

The youth are di.ssatjsfied* There¬ 
fore what is needed is a ‘sirung 
government' to crush all manifesta¬ 
tions of dissatisfaction by moral 
hidlyiiigf by economic pressure and 
hy brute force. Such ,sniall in- 
crea.ses of persona) freedom wliidi 
have been wtm in the past two 
decades are ahirmitig the rulers of 
Oiir society, and tiicir followers, 
and the poor little plant of *pcr- 
mis.sivciies.s% wliicli has scarcely 
begun to show itself above the 
earth is to be stiuashcd under beet. 
NOT OUR MORAL PROBLEM 
Need one say in an anarch ist 
paper that 'Britain' does not exist? 
It is not an entily of which we are 
members. The people living wUhin 
the confines of ihe British slate arc 
not a colony of anLs, com muni eating 
or cmpalhising by lekpathy. The 
students who protest and the wor¬ 


kers who sirike m e as much in habi¬ 
tants of liijs Slate as the people who 
write in fire Times. One sometimes 
gels the impression that 'sUidciils’ 
and 'strikers' are evil spirits living in 
another dimension, who come in 
from 'outside' in order to vex the 
'decent ordinary people' or 'Britain’ 
out of sheer malevolence. 

You, 1, the man next door, mid 
so on. have no moral obligation of 
any kind to work hard* or go wjih- 
out* or submit to being bullied, in 
order to rescue the economy. Let 
those who munipufate it to their 
very great profit rescue it themselves. 
The very great danger that faces 
us is that a regime, analogous to lhat 
which existed in Nazi Germany in 
the thirties, may come into being in 
this country in the next few years. 
The publicity which Enoch Powell 
has received from the press contrasts 
oddly with the ignoring for years 
and years of various extreme Right* 
wing groups and their activities. 
Why have they suddenly become 
newsworthy? Because some force 
is needed to crush the youth, the 
workers and the immigrants. Hence 
the free publicity given Lo Poweilism* 
and to the extreme Right, 

THE BRITKH WAY 
The British way Is not to do 
tilings by extremes, but to achieve 
the same end by crafty and subtle 
compromises: One does not advo¬ 
cate a 'strong man’, a dictator. One 
advocates ‘strong governmenT. It is 
not certain whether we shall ever 
see full-blown concentration or ex¬ 
termination camps in Rrilain. May¬ 
be they will not be 'necessary'. 
However things may get very ugly 
indeed. They are bad enough 
already. 

We anarchists must oppose this 

Wc m?fsf po/ni oi/f the frauefu/ent 
nature of 'economics’. The raw 
materials of ilie earth, either grow¬ 
ing on its surface, or buried beneath* 
are always there* regardless of the 
way money is pas.sing from one 
nation to anolher. We must nail this 
phoney collective thinking, which in¬ 
vites us to be humiliated and guilty 
because of economic arrangements 
made by international bankers. 
Above all we must oppose all efforts 
lo divide people up artificially, mak¬ 
ing use of undoubted cultural 
differences lo drive wedges between 
people of dlllerenL race, social class> 
age and sex. 

We must resist these totalitarian 
trends however they manifest ihem- 
selves* by argument, by the written 
word, by demonstration, and by 
whatever other methods may be 
appropriate* Freedom is in danger. 

A.W*U, 


The Great Reform Bill ? 


rnill-. WIND III liiimisujhiuwN nciim 
A iJhUfr, ihc IVN^sIIL'n 

dytiuijik ticvi liidtihurtrs, '1'^ ^n-culkil 
liiMiit |ilm) h UK ilyiiiiiiiic qinl iHijiutiKiiia 
us ifjifli|jCKlfifl vriiiLii. LiM lilt line it. 

1. ^Aii tintmjllul cutiniiikMitiii' in riilt 
lli'rry JiiMeml ut ils coiiil|n ciumdt lnr 

Jill fiiiK|j 4 Jt 1 ht!il imlittl Hill ol 

uiit; iitEiii iifii? vote, oiii< jif kli^ nmtii civil 

liltlliK WHlcl \Vt IMll^ 

rjiic tium, nil vjilc. Of mSifut uiic iimii 

ruif Miif ^M>iilil uiib iiiuiiiii Unit 

krtrtJi riirlL-N IiihUuiI uI <ir3iU|ft wimifl 

Ijtivc ciifitrnllcd Del ry iiiitl fruiti 


London Squatters Campaign 


mmE WIKI AGREE WHII 
WllAi iJIJ JilM>DN SQ|>At JERS 
ARE DOING* wc u^k lur 

OllcrK uf fndiviriusti utid (fruu|» 
iMirt Nfillittr Ui culler iiiid tucuiiy m Ui 
liickcl* Ii^iiIIgI^ ri'H4;Jiuli* v|v. 

OctuiK ij( Ml i ltd ill- iirofjcriirv 11 ml 
yiiu kitim lit iiidiidjiiM Itii' IgkiiI imiiur* 
liiiw Unik iUey Uuix been enigly und 
why. 

(Illcrtt uf furniltire, bedding* ail or 


ciiUir Muvcif aiul lijilils 
t'luiliiiiiiTn, land iind ndljj^ |||],|| 

»j|iuillerni wilt tiLtd. 

Mtijicy In jiiiy fm IvidW uml niliei 
evi^eidinl uiuI 

ril tnmicy la |my IvBi'l 
Mbi'ti rciitiirciL 

I ki I' I b it I e h I id Mjl I I in Etn ci uei icy 
llriiiidNbeci! 

Uiiidan <;rnii|i. ^ lluikmtiil 

Raiicl* UjndnM, E.IJ. 80 S 9 . 


viic]iciiciii-e wluil the cIcLinrul farce iii till 
iibnul. NmiellidcjiK Ilie iicat cfniiiiiij»>ian 
'Uiiimrimlly u|itiaiiitcd' by ihe govi;rii- 
iiiciil will ensure evi-:ii \>iiriiie dleUiioti.ii 1(1 
ill LuchI mhgnverniiical bms 

2, An (tinibudsuiiiii fnr UKler. Even 
llie Mi^vd nidiniudtst biilliMm .Maeaiccv 
iim see (brankb ilmt |ik-cc uC wtndaw 
iLrcvsiii]^. iHlitcc af emiiMc be isn't kobii; 
III be jjiwn liny tniners lo iiivesUkab^ 
loriil jjaicniineut cortu|dhni inut UK- 
eiliiibmtlnii. Ilie ioli will invrcly |irovc lo 
Im 11 ivdi-imid hineeure lot sanu' rethink 
]tolUii-iif loLidy. 

3, ihe ubaliUon ol Ilie busline#.* vole. 
Ilia dent! I'lih is louitly inilin|iaiUinl 
hlnrc the voni|niuy iiale ri'tireseiiljt aiUy 
II.I' Ilf nil lales ensi in Im'iU ticctlaiis. 
Il U n mere sn|i ntileli sboiiht font no 
one, 

4. *\ enuili bn using |ilun tnr Derry l<» 
bu ciMiiidcicd by 1961.' 'Duise of m vvlio 
Imse llveil In Ulster for miy leiiRili of 
Ibnc kiiim esnclly wliiii K nieuiM by 
ernsli, If llieyVi! lUinc nnlUiiig for dK 
yt'iirs why stiniild llicy lie Irujtled non. 
even by Ihose gnlllbk cnniigb lo imst 
uny imliiicliin, 

5. Eiimlly midi In n.s, nin#rt tiinnirtanl. 
(rfNclir#f fttnieiiicni siibl Hmt *b rniglK 
liraie imssiblc lo pni llic speetiil pnwern 


net into *"eold if eondiliuns wtir- 

runted iT. 'Jliis ^soultl Lmve enabled iVit- 
!iafi to liiun ihe EuraiJeiiii Ifitrinin UIi^IKk 
C imrter. Ijilei Ibe Mime ‘Ihstoric' cven- 
iii|* Ilie Ibug C'ruig umiouneed—'t am llie 
mttiisier of bo me affairs and It is lliere- 
fore U|1 fa me lo make any ebangesf in 
I be siieeial pi^^vers iici It iiiid wben 1 
deem il necessary. Von eun clebnitely lake 
it fro 111 me that tlie act b going to 
sluiid as biibcrfo. I’herc will be no 
ehmiftes,’ Df coiii'se there wnii't be any 
ebim)£e.si m> laiii; us llully Craig and hin 
tiicrry men liitve Ibeir way* 'Hie iiuisf 
react ionary |iicce nf Icuislulion oulsidc 
Russia, Sjniiii and Soulb Africa ivill 
simid* a ijeriiianent atlroni to fhc freedom 
nf die imlividmil. It niusl go, aluiiis with 
.AltoIf Craig! 

ON SALE NOW 

ANARCHY 94 

DISCUSSES 

The Machinery 
of Conformity 
























BOOKS 

FOR PRESENTS 

Gel them from us—or exchange 
your tokens! 

Authority and DeJinqucncy in the 

Modern State Alex Comfort 10/6 
The Shop Stewards’ Mov ement 
and Workers’ Control 

Branko Pribicevic 25/- 
Education through Art 

Herbert Read (paperback) J6/- 
Suminerhill A. S. Net!! 30/- 

Talking of SummcrlitU A. S* Neill 25/- 
ITie Sane Society 

Erich Fromm (paperback) 14/- 
The Art of Loving 

Erich Fromm (paperback) 5/- 
The Fniictton of the Orgasm 

Wilhelm Reich (paperback) 9/6 
Listen Little Man! 

Wilhelm Reich (paperback) 16/6 
The Ego and his O^vn 

Max SlLrner (paperback) 16/- 

Communitas 

Paul Goodman (paperback) 12/6 
Last Exit to Brooklyn 

Hubert Selby Jr 42/- 
The Grand Camoutlage; the Spanish 
Civil War and Revolution 

Burnett Bolloten 63/- 
Escape from the Classrcmin 

R. F. Mackenzie 18/- 
The Sins of the Children 

R. F. Mackenzie 25/- 

Thc Student Revolt 

Cohn-Bendit, etc* (paperback) 
Animal Farm 

George Onv'ell (paperback) 

The Colossus of Maroussi 

Henry Miller (paperback) 

Tlie Anxiety Makers 

Alex Comfort (paperback) 
Risinghill; Dcatli of a Comprehensive 
School Leila Berg 6/- 

Freedom Bookshop 


Police Brutality in Brussels 


61- 

2/6 

3/6 

8/6 



ite 
or Come 


6-8 and Monday, December 

2-8 p.m. 

Telephone: BlShopsgate 3015. 

New temporary address: 

84a WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET, 
c/o Express Printers, 

(entrance Angel Alley), 
WHITECHAPEL. E.L 
(Underground: Aid gate East. Exit: 
Whitechapel Art Gallery. Turn right 
on emerging from station-) 

Temporary opening times: 
Tucsday-Frjday, 2-6 p.m. 

Saturday, 10 a.m,-4 p.m. 


FREEDOM PRESS 

are (he pubiishers 

a the monthly magazine 

ANARCHY 

and the weekly foamed 

FREEDOM 

specimen copies will 

be gladly seni on request. 

Subscription Rates 

FREEDOM only (per year): 

£1 13s, 4d. (M.50* surface mail 
£2 )6s. (S8.00) airmail 
ANARCHY only (per year): 

£1 7s. (S3.5()) surface mail 
£2 78 . (S7.00) airmail 
COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION 
FREEDOM & ANARCHY (per year): 
£2 I4s. 4d, (S7.50) surface mail both 
£4 158. (SI2.50) airmail both 

PUBLICATIONS include 

Berkmans 

ABC of ANARCHISM 2/6 (4 5d) 
Rockers 

NATIONALISM AND 
CULTURE 21/- (4-4/6) 

Richards' 

MALATESTA: His Life and Ideas 
Cloth bound 2J/- 1/3); 

paper 10/6 (->-1 /-) 

Bakunin's 

MARXISM, FREEDOM aiid the 

STATE 7/6 (4-5dT 

Bernerfs 

NEITHER EAST or WEST 6/- ( + 9d-) 
Woodcock*! 

THE WRITER & POUTICS 7/6 
and 

Annual Volumes of Selections from 

FREEDOM 1952-1964 

each year*! volume 7/6 (+1/-) 

Full lUt on Kppli^tioii. 


O N WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, at 
2 p.m*, 20 policemen charged w'irh 
billy clubs the 2tXJ studenis who had just 
occupied the olTice of the Dean of Bel¬ 
gium's Free University of Brussels. By 
5 p.m. 300 policemen and National 
Guardsmen had infested the campus, 
wilh armoured cars, jeeps, water cannon, 
and were firing dozens of CN grenades 
into the ranks of 1,000 students grouped 
behind a flaming barricade on the cam¬ 
pus’ main street. 

Last spring the entire administration 
building as well as adjoining humanities 
classrooms had been occupied for two 
months, without any comparable repres¬ 
sion. Because of the near-revolution in 
nearby France at that lime, the Univer¬ 
sity's Counsel of Administration dared 
not use force. Replacing itself through 
elections (boycotted by 50%) by a 'demo¬ 
cratic' C of A and setting up (non¬ 
binding) mixed study commissions, it 
launched a counter-offensive based on 
reformist 'participation' of the entire 
university community in its managenicrU 
as a streamlined servant to the ruling 
interests. Over-confident, the *new' aca¬ 
demic authorities rented the campus’ 
biggest auditorium to the French Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce and Industry for a 
lecture on ‘Participation'; students were 
not admitted; only invited financial/lech- 
nocratic bigwigs could enter. When 
several dozen students picketed the entry, 
the Dean first tried to fashion a scab- 
squad out of the blue collar workers of 
the University. This failing, he called 
the cops, under the pretext that the dig¬ 
nity of the King of Belgium (an invited 
guesl) was in danger. By the end of the 
evening, a hundred studenis had been 
manhandled by the police. 

The next day (fateful December 4) 
these students, accompanied by delegates 
of the offended workers, went to ask lltc 
Dean to reply before the shideni body 
to Llicse three points: (a) freedom of in¬ 
formation (i.e. no more 'private' lectures 
on campus); (b) independence from in¬ 
timidation for Ihc campus workers; (c) no 
more police. The Dean being oui to 
lunch, his oflice was ocevipied: reinforce¬ 
ments streamed from the restaurant, lec¬ 
ture courses and libraries as the news of 
the occupation spread. At 2 p.m. the 
Dean and several other C of A figures 

reUirned to find hundreds milling in and 
round hfs office, chanting 'Student- 

worker solidarity’, 'Dean resign', etc. 
Refusing the demand lo leave his office 
and come lo a mass assembly on these 
points, the Dean conferred for a half- 


hour with the C q£ a President, a 
prominent politician of ihc Socialist 
Party (now in Christian 

Democrats), Thci] telephoned 

the cops right in ^f the peaceful 
and astounded 

Fifteen minutes many 'innoccjit' 

sludents emerged courses to 

find themselves sitgoked in their own 
university, and the 

initial occupiers the maze of 

hallways being ih^ 

policemen. Theij- iiijjgnation increased 
an hour later ihc interior skir¬ 

mishes being over and the students 
spilling out onto ih^ lawns, they were 
fired on by si;mi-toxic-CN grenade- 
launchers, Now' Op ^hjg poioc (3.30-4 
p.m.) the ripostes to police violence had 
been only sporadic: helmets and clubs 
occasionally, a fc^ dug-up paving stones. 
But then a barricade went up (planks and 
bricks from Construction sites, chairs 
and benches from the buildings) right in 
front of the SludeiU Centre. 

Between 4 and 6.30 p.m. a shifting 
group of 150 students manned it. hailing 
with stones the periodic arrival of 
policc/G Liard smen busloads and the 


periodic advances o£ the water cannon. 
Dozens of CN grenades rained down, not 
only on the barricade but also on the 
additional hundreds of studenis watching 
from the Student Centre steps. Wet rags 
and lemon slices were passed around, lo 
protect eyes and throat against the white 
smoke; many grenades were tossed back 
before letting out all their load, or else 
smolhered by blankets or water squirted 
from the Centre, Morale was fantastic. 
Only 100 rightist students stayed near the 
police ranks, chanting ‘students forever, 
communists never*. 

Finally the police counter-altackcd, 
charging down the unbarricaded end of 
the street. Everyone ran, panicking, into 
the Centre, which was soon filled with 
grenade smoke, The police pulled out, 
the tcary-eyed veterans had dinner in 
their mud-stained garb. In all, a dozen 
students had been hospitalized, another 
dozen arrested. Materia! damage to the 
campus was quite moderate in the con¬ 
text. The first day was over. 

The next days may see the students 
occupy en masse once again, confident 
that the police would not be used again 
after such a poor showing and amidst 
such general anti-repression sentiment. 
Already many students plan to organize 
self-defence material within the univer¬ 
sity for use in case of a new crisis. 
Many new people were involved; next 


... and in Sweden 


^HIS IS A SEQUEL to the Anthony 
Engiinibe ^ase which appeared in 
Freedom on 28.9.68. The original 
manuscript was sent from Copenhagen 
on 5,10.68 to London but did not 
arrive. There seems to be a Danish 
Iron Curtain. 

Anthony Fn^urubc shared a cell with 
three others. He wa^s very concerned 
with Ihc fate of: his companions. He 
said help should be found for Mr. 
Gosta Hellberg, sentenced to 8 years 
for stabbing a policeman. Mr. Hell- 
berg was sitting in the kitchen talking 
lo a friend when police entered and 
asked him to 'go wilh them. He asked 
why and they replied. 'Because we 
say so’. They then tried to force him 
to leave and he seized a knife and 
stabbed one of them. A.E. stated that 
almost a ihrd of ihe prisoners were 
charged wilh similar 'crimes’. 

A.E. asked' le see a priest but this 

requesL was \^y prison 

He complained^ that a Swedish prison 
is worse th^ 3- Nigerian, because at 
least one isffallowed to walk around 
in the latter 


On Monday A.E, told prison officials 
that he had pains in his stomach, and 
blood in his excreta, but difficulties were 
placed in his way when he sought 
medical treatment. He sent the fol¬ 
lowing letter, 'The lawyer has been to 
see me on August 6 and on the 30lh 
T had been bleeding for three days 
before they took me to the hospital. 
The doctors say I have an ulcer which 
came from the result of Che beating. 

A certain Sister Margareta sat by 
A.E/s bedside and stroked his hand 
murmuring, 'You must understand that 
no one wants to hurt you, no police 
have hurt you —you only believe this 
because you are coloured, you must 
forgive the police/ 

Two days after the elections were 
over Scandinavia’s biggest daily news¬ 
paper Dagens Nyheter broke their 
silence, the day after A.E.’s release, 
pending trial. Its headlines read, ‘Homi¬ 
cidal Nigerian Gets Support', ‘Beaten 

Up in Police Biis’, and described A.E* 
as a CommunlM. 

One policeman stated during the court 
hearing that he was afraid to out for 
fear of being attacked by A*E. 


time their battle experience will permit 
a more disciplined resistance, lliosc 
absent on December 4 will be perhaps 
radicalized in the numerous knots of 
spontaneous discussion that already have 
sprung up. The C of A increasingly 
discredited, the right cut off from the 
left and from much of the centre* left- 
liberal and social-democratic students be¬ 
ing displaced from the co-optivc reform 
study commissions into the street, certain 
radical groups encouraged to drop ihcir 
extra-establishment but reform-oriented 
organizing, the university’s workmen's 
union pushed leftward in reaction to 
administrative manipulation and police 
intervention—all points to a new ofTcn- 
sive at the level of this university. 

Outside the university: the Socialist 
Party may split wide open, tottering pre¬ 
sent government (last year a week of 
violently suppressed demonstrations by 
Flemish students at the Catholic Univer¬ 
sity of Louvain led to a split of the 
ChristiaII Democratic Parly and the fall 
of the government)* In Litigc a record 
turnout of 600 Walloon sludents closed 
a showing of The Green Berets. If the 
sludonts succeed in reaching the working 
class more cfTectively than does the pre¬ 
sent chorus of press denunciations* the 
Belgian pot will boil over once and 
for all, 

Yves Ramaekers. 

A.E's trial was set for September 4, 
but owing to A.E*'s illness had to be 
postponed till the 23rd* A small court 
was chosen, and it was packed. 

The police painted a frightening 
picture of A.E. Lantern slides of the 
policeman's bruises were shown* and 
we were told how much pay they had 
lost during sick leave. The political 
aspects of the case were ignored. AT. 
defended himself well on a political 
basis. He said the police had been 
persecuting him for many months. 

Among the seven charges a police¬ 
man stated that A*E. threatened him 
with a broken bottle. Another indi¬ 
vidual claimed to have been hit wilh 
a stone, but could not be sure it was 
thrown by A*E. Another Swetfish 
youth claimed that A.E. (after being 
provoked) had said, ‘Next lime I see 
you ni kill you.’ A.E. said that on 
one occasion, during the Swedish stu¬ 
dent occupation of a building, the 
police saved him from being lynched 
by a mob of 200 people, 

On the 26th the Dagens Nyheter 
printed on their placards, 'Bodyguard 
for Woman Prosecutor in Nigerian Case’. 
Oa the 26lh the DN said that some¬ 
one connected with (he trial had been 
given pcrmiwon lo carty a tear gav gf/j 7 
because his life had been threatened. 

Continued on page 4 


Anarchist Federation of Britain 

General enquiries should be sent to ffae London Federal ion, e/o Frtedom PreAi* S4a Whiterbapel tTigfi 
Street, London. E.1* 

LEICESIER PROJECT. Peace/Libenan an 

action and debtte Every Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
ai I The Cresecn. King Slreei, Leicester 
NORTH SOB4PISET ANARCHIST GROUP, 
Contact Roy Sbery* 3 Abbey Street, Bath, or 
Geoffrey Harfoot, 71 St. Tboraas Street, Wells. 
NOITING HILL. Meeiings at John Bennett's, 
Flat 4, 88 ClarciklDTi Road, W.ll. Every Monday 
evening* 8 p.m. 

ORPINGTON ^ARnilST CROUP* KnockhoM, 
Nr Seven oaks, Ifeetj I Fvery ij:^ weeks at Oreon^ 
ways, Knoc^olr Phone: KnockhoU 2316. Brian 
and MaureetT R^ardson 

BEDDITCH ^ ARCH I STS AND LIBER* 
TARlANS* Cra|actr Dave Lloyd. 37 Fcckenbam 
Road* Hcadleas^i Redditch, Worcs. 

SELBY ANAwiHSr CROUP. Contaci D. 
Mack ay, Resimiidi Siie, Drax Power Sialion, 
Drax. Sdby. * 

TAUNTON UlERTARlANS* Jill and John 
Driver, 59 Beaded Road. TaurLton, Somerset, 


LONDON FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS, 
Sunday evening meetings at the * Metropolitan^ 
(corner of Clerkenwell Road and Farringdon 
Road), 7.30 p.m Sunday December 15, Sherrard 
Kar (Unitc^d Front of Immigrants); TouiiiErants 
and liieir Problems*. 

LEWISHAM* Contact Mike Malet* 61B Gran¬ 
ville Park. Lewisham, London, S.E.13* Phone: 
01-852 8879 

WEST HAM ANARCHISTS. Contact Stephen 
Higg.s, 8 Wcsibury Road, Forest Gate, London, 
E.7. GRA 984S. Regular activities. 

NORTH LONDON ANARCHISTS, Contact Cindy 
Scott, 54a Mounliield Road, Finchley, N*3. 
EALING ANARCHIST GROUP* Contact; Lind¬ 
say Wither* 19 Aylmer Road, Shepherds Bush, 
W.12. 

HARINGEY. *Siege of Sidney Street Appreciation 
Society*. Meet Wednesdays, 8 p.m,. ut A. Bar- 
low's. 2a Fairfield Gardens, Crouch End, N. 8 . 
ARCHWAY ANARCHIST GROUP, Contact 
Marcus M, Sanders, 6 Oladsmuir Road. Upper 
Holloway, N,19. Tel.: ARC 553L 
POHTOBEIXO ROAD ANARCHIST CROUP, 
Contact Andrew Dewar, 16 Kilburn House, Mal¬ 
vern Place, N.W. 6 . Meetings 8 p.m. every 
Tuesday. 

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

Every Wednesday at Jack Robin&on*s and Mary 
Cantpa*v. 21 Rumbold Road, S.W .6 (off King's 
RoaJ)j H p ni. 

3rd I'riday of each month at Donald and Irene 
Raoiim'.H ut It Savernake Road, N.W.3. at 8 p.m. 

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

KEXr.FY ANAR( HfVI MOVEMENT, C/o John 
Itonncr, LuNing^irnic < rescent, *St- Piinrs Cray, 
Kent J'cl.: 01-300 8H9(J. Meeting.'* every J rulay, 
8 p.m . J.oid Bexley, Bexlcyhcatli Broadway. 
HEXI,EV PEACK ACTION GROUP. Enc|nirJc< 
In no RyJal Drive. Rexicyhtalh. Kent 
ItIRMiNGIlAM I IHERTAHIAN AND ANAR¬ 
CH IS J GROUP* fJonUct Geoff and Curuline 
f 'hartlon at Flal One, 69 Sandon Road* FdiibnLS- 
ton, llirniingham 17. (luitrancc side of hou^c.) 
Ktgulai discuExInns being held on Tuesdays, 7.30 
P nr f rown. Corporal icm Sired (upper room), 
rini.JON* Get In touch with John Haych, 5\ 
lityd*a! Koud. Rr>ltnn 

BOURNICMOUTH AREA. Local uuarchistn can 
be coni ac ted ihiough Nigd Holi, Kos.smnrc, 
llarvcy Road, Canford, Wimbornc, Dtirsd iWim- 
horne 2991.) 

CORNWAiJ* ANARCHISTS. Coutad Artimi 
Jacobs* 76 Fast lliU. *Si Ausidl. DUcussion 
me<ilingh on the *'iccond Friday of each moutb 
fit Ihiiiti and I lay cl McGce*s, *12 Pciidiirvcs Street. 
Rcacrm, ratubornt 7.30 p n) Visiting comrades 
very welcoitrc 

CROYDON LIBERTARIANS* Mteting^ every 
2nd Friday of each month. Laurens and Celia 
Otter. 35 Nalal Hoad* Tliornton llcnih (L.IV 
7546) 

EDGWAKE PEACE ACTION CROUP Contact; 
Mclvyn Eslriii* 84 fidgwarebury t arie, Ldgwtre. 
Middx 

HE:Rf'S. Contact Va| and John FurincN, 10 Fry 
Road. Cliells* Stevcnaite. 

IPSWICH anarchists. Contact Nall De«ii, 74 
CcTfietory Road. Tp#wicb, Suffolk 
KILBURN, LONDON. Contaci Andrew Dewar. 
Kilhurn Hoo^c. Malvern Place* l«idnn. 
N,W. 6 . Moctinfi S p.m. every Titasdiy. 


ESSEX&IAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 


lectings. Groups and individuals 
iatc: c/o Peter Newell (see N.E* 


Three-monthly | 
invited to asso 
Esjiicx Group). 

Group Add reflag:— 

BASILDON* M. Powcli. 7 Lingcroft, UBSildon, 
Essex. - 

BISHOPS STOB't lord* Vic Mounl, 'Easivicw*. 
Castle Sir^t, Slortford. Herts 

CHEI*lVISFORiy fMrs.) Fvo Arclicr, Mill Houie, 
Furicigh, Chelrrffnrd. H.ssex. 

EPPINC* Johq Barrick. 14 Centre Avenue, 
Pppinuj. Fssex 

HARLOW. Ite Dsilfas, 18 Brookline Field, 
Harlow and ^nnctle Gunning, 37 Lnngbanks, 
Harlow. T 

I.OUGlirON, nfcirriup c/o Siuricnis* Union, 
l.onghion Col|^^ of l-uriUcr Educiition, Hordersi 
I *'inr, t nuuhloi^ I'snex 

NOR JH KASTJlS.SFX, Peter Newell. 91 Brook 
Road, TollctihiiQ^ Knijjthts, l iplrce, Hsmcx. Regular 
mcciingJi. 4 

NORTII-WfST FEDERATION 

[.IVLUPOOI. f^NAKrlllSr PIIOPACANUA 
GROUP and ^iMPrV’ MOVEMENT. Oerry 
Btcd, 16 riui|J«^r Siimifc. I Iverironl. 8 Mecliiig> 
weekly ‘FrcA.m' Sales Pier lIcatL Saturdaya, 
SuiuJayi, LvcnjlM,, 

MANrHESnW^ yypijAR(‘HlST GROUP, Secre¬ 
tary: Sue Wftrjlx'it 9 lloland Street, Fallowfield. 
MancliesUT, h" 

l-.very Sjnurdte- ‘Freedom' nnd 'HA* selling 
nulsidc fentrfi j jprory. 2 4 16 n m 

Regular weckle ,t|ccUiiBS Contact Sccrelrtry for 
von lie 

MEiKSLYSIDl aNARTHLSTS. Meeting.^ every 
luesday al H ^ ^ |[,gh Pork *Slrect. Liver¬ 
pool 8 - ('iirik Kucaih, ibsrmiint. 52 

IklviderL' ivcipnol. fK VtTj 

PRE.srON hist croup * Coniact J B 

Cowhiirn. l4o Street Koud. Fulwood, 

Preston * ihc Wcliiiigton Hotcl\ 

Ulovcrh (-ourt Wednesdays, 8 p ui. 

SUSSEX FEDERATION 

Groups anil invilcd to associate c/o 

l.ddie Puole.T rusbury, I inden Kuftd, Wlitte* 
hank. llrigluoj.y 

BRIGHTON I hove. aNAHI HIST GROUP, 
ConlBCl piai .L 26 Cliflon Road. 

Brigluoii, luaiilnr forinlghlly meetings. 

Conlaci SeoMr 

CHAWI.EV kCHISI GHOUr. Coiiluul 

Kichard A^hwdP ^7 Bucks wood Drive, Gohsup.s 


Green* Crawley* Sussex. 

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST GROUP 
(see details under Student Groups)* 

YORKSHIRE FEDERATION 

Meetings every 8 weeks. Next meeting February 2 , 
Secretary: CuJin Beadle* c/o Oakwuod Farm, 
Lund, Selby, Yorkshire, Look out for ‘Liberty!" 
—monthly 6 d.—out in January. 

HALIFAX: David Stringer, c/o Paul Simon* 91 
Essex Street, Parkinson Lane, Halifax. 

HULL: Jim Young* 3 Fredericks Crescent, Haw¬ 
thorn Avenue, Hull. 

KEIGHLEY: Steve Wood, 26B Cavendish Street 
Keighley. 

LEEDS: Direct Action Society. Contact John 
Boutwood* 142 Ikudcnell Road. Leeds, b. 

SELBY: D. Mackay, 247 Residential Site* Drax 
Power Station, Dra\, Selby, 

SHEFFIELD: Dave Jeffries* c/o Students Union* 
Western Bank, Sheffield, 10 . 

YORK: Nigel Wilson* Derwent Cotlcge. Univer¬ 
sity of York* Hcslinglon, York, 

WELSH FEDERATION 

CARDIFF ANARCHIST CROUP* All eorrem- 
pondence to:—Pete Raymond, IS Marion Street, 
Splott* Cardiff. 

SWANSEA ANARCHIST GROUP* Contact 
Ian Banc, 3 Bay View Crescent, Brynmill* Swan¬ 
sea, Weekly meetings* 'Freedom' sales and action 
projects. 

LLANEI.LI: Conlaci Dai Walker, 6 Llwuynnendy 
Road, Llanelli. Carm. Tel: Llanelli 2548 

EAST LONDON 
LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION 

Siipptirt wanted for numerous activitit.s in area, 
Secretary; Anthony Matthews* 35 Mayvjllc Road, 
London, E. II. Meetings fortnightly on Sundays^ 
at Ron Bailey's, 128 Hainault Road* E 11 (LEY 
8059), Ten minutes from Ley tons lone Under- 
groutuL 

I.EVTONSTONE GllOUP. Gel m touch with 
Anthony Matthews or Ron Biiilev Caddress as 
aboveJr 

STEPNEY* ‘I revor Jnckales, 10 St VniLcnt di, 
Paul llouiie, Dempsey Street. Cllchy Estate* E l 
NEWHAM* F Rowe* 100 IlcruloMOn Road, K 7 
ILEOKI). Del l.everton. 12 ntimiUon Avenue, 
Ilford. 

Alan Elliot, 98 ilaificld Road, 


E>AGENIlAiM. 
I Jagenham 
WOODFOKII. 
Hill, 1 IS 
LIMEllOUSi:. 
e: 14, 


Douglas Httwkes, 121 Hermon 
M, Solof* 202 Fust Ferry Road. 


STUDENT GROUPS 

.\ai KDEEN UNIVERSITY GROUP- C/o Ian 
and l*eggv Sutherland, 8 Essicmont Avenue. Aber- 
deen, AB2 45 L. 

CAMBKIDCE UNIVERSUY ANARCHIST 
CKOUIL Contact Matthew Rnbcrison* Trinity 
College, or John Fullerton* Jc.sna College 
SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Contact Francis Jar man. Red Brick Lodge, 49 
Upper Rock Gardens, Brighton, Meeiings every 
second ITnirsday jointly with lirighton Group: 
buokslull every Monday outside J.C R.* 12-2.30 
p,m 

YORK UNIVE^RSITY. Contact Nigel Wilson. 
Derwent College* University oE York* Heslinglon, 
York 

EAST ANGLIA UNIVERSITY* Contact Dave 
Loinan* li.A.S. 11. ILEA,, Norwich. NOR 88 C. 
LjnFKTARlAN .STUDEN IS FEDflRATlON, 
ConUcl address: Keith Nalhan. 138 Pennymead, 
Harlow. 

ITVFRPUOI* UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST 
GROUP- Contact us at the hooksialt in the Stu¬ 
dents Union Foyer every Friday lunchtime. 
OXFORD ANAlimiST CROUP* Contact Frjmcu 
Cnslinc, Pembroke College, or Steve Watts, 
Trinity Collage, 


MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY, Contact Mike 
Don or Bill Jamieson, c/o University Umon, 
Oxford Road* Manchester. 13. 

SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY* Contact Robin 
Lovell at the Students' Union. 

LSE ANARCHIST GROUP* C/o Students^ Union, 
LSE, Houghton Street, W.C.2. Read and sdl 
' Beaver V 

SCOTTISH FEDERATION 

Secretary Dave Coull. 

ABERDEEN ANARCHIST GROUP* Bob Comric, 
H-'trdgate or ian Mitchell, 3 Sinclair Rosd. 
GLASGOW ANARCHIST CROUP. Robert Lynn, 
12 Rosk Street* S,E. or Joe Embleinn, 26 Kirk¬ 
land Road. N.W. 

EDINBURGH* Tony Hughes, Top Flat, 40 Angle 
Park Terrace* Edinbureh 11* 

H.AMILTON AND DISTRICT ANARCHIST 
GROUP. Robert Linton, 7a Station Road, New 
St evens ton, Moiherwell. 

FIFE* Bob and Una Turnbull, 39 Stratheden 
park* Stratheden Hospital* Bv Cupar. 
PERTHSHIRE / CENTRAL ' SCOTLAND* lain 
MacDonald. Craigrcach, Bridge of Gour. near 1?) 
R*iTinot;h Station* Perthshire, 

MONTROSE. Dave Coull, 3 Eskview Terrace, 
Ferryden, 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact Robert 
Dunwoody, 10 Newry Street, Belfa,^t, BT 6 9BN. 
Meetings every Saturday* 2 p,m,* 44a Upper 
Arthur Street (lop floor). ' Freedom‘ salts. 

LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS' 
ASSOCIATION 

Meetinsa—discussions—^acliviiies. Contact Peter 
Ford, 36 Devorishire Road* Mill Hill* London* 
N.W.7, 

ABROAD 

.AUSTRALIA* Federation oi AusUaliaii Anar' 
ohist^* P,0. Box A 389, Sydney South public 
meet mgs overy Sunday in the Domain* 2 p.m 
and Monday.s, 59 Evelcigh Street, Red fern, Sydney, 

R p.m* 

USA, Jamej; W. Cain, tweretary, the Anarchist 
Committee of Correspondence* 3^3 Fourth Street* 
Cloquet, Minnesota *55720. USA, 

DANISH AN ARC'HIST FEDERATION. Gnibers- 
gailc* 27, Viborg, Denmark 

VANCOUVER, B.C*, CANADA. Anyone rntei^ 
ted in fonninN anarchist and/or direct Action 
pence group contact Derek A. Jnmes, c/o 24-160 
East 2Plh, N, Vancouver* H.C., Cnniula. Td 
98^ 7509 or 987 2693, 

USA: VERMONT, New Hampshire Anarchist 
Group, Discus.'iion meetings. Actions Contact 
Ed. Strauss* RFD 2* Woodstock, Vemiont 05091* 
USA 

SWEDEN. Stockholm Anarchist Federation 
Contact Nadir. Box 19104, Slockholm 19. Sweden 
SWEDEN I Libertnid, A Liman a Vijgen 6 * Oothen^ 
burg V, 

TORONTO libertarian - ANARCHIST 
GROUP- 217 Toryork Drive. Weston* Ontario. 
Canada. Weekly meetingii:. Read Ihc 'Liber* 
larian'- 

PROPOSED GROUPS 

LANCASTER & MORECAMBE, Contact Lcs 
Smith. 192 Euston Road. Morccambe* Lancs. 
KINGSTON, WIMBLEDON* MERTON. New 
Malden, and Surrey. New group forming. Please 
contact K. W. Bennett* 63 Hook Road, Hpiom, 
Surrey* or G. Wright, 47 College Road* Epsom. 
Surrey. 

WATFORD* Anyone interested please contact 
Ronnie Anderson, 3 l Marlborough Road* Wm, 
ford, Hcrl 5 , 

ROCHDALE* BURY & OI-DHAIM arcus Those 
interested in libertarinn activity contact noc^d 
Purdy, c/o 35 Balmoral Drive* r>,im Hill 
Heywood, l,ancs. 












Why the London Squatters’ Campaign IKgan - How it started 
Why our sense of OUTRAGE-What we (iid-What we intend to do 
How you can heip-Why we occupied thg HOLLIES-and WHY 




'fpjv 

h r ' 


# Further cup in uF fliis brujid^JiceL urc 
W^ailalite dI a duzen or fl) enfin f<ir 
Cl. Fmin Lnndtfn JM|uatteri rnuipnii^t, 
12S tiiiinauli RnadL Lcyton^luuc,! ILll. 
TcL: I^Y 


I LdMOOH 

uSQy^VjTtBS 




6 "- 


Proceeds from soJe of 

broodshcct to the 
Loodoo Sguflttffrs Compolg^ft 


we won t wait 
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Occupy Empty Houses! 


INITIAL SHOWING of Jeremy Saodford's lilai 'Calby Come Home’, about the 
plight of the homeless, aroused righteous indignation at all levels of societ\'. However, 
since then the situation has worsened; the number of people on housing lists has increased 
and the national figures for the homeless decreasing by only 156. In the London area the 
number of homeless people has actually increased by nearly 2,000, The fonBUion of the 
London Squatters Campaign came as a direct result of the third showing of‘Cathy Come 
Home', when a number of comrades decided the time was ripe for a direct actijn campaign 
to be got under way, 

FIRST MEETING 

The kiAnguml meetitig of tbc London SquaUers Campaign look place 
on Monday, November 25. Most people present were comfudes who 
bad previously be;n involve in direct action campaigns concerning 
housing or bomd^ hostels <e.g. King Hill, Abridge, Ctivcniry Cross). 

Prior to the meeting, comrades Oving in the Waltham Forest area liad 
done some research into various empty buildings in their area, and 
suggested to the meeting that the first step in rhe campaign should 
be the token occuj^iion of a iujtury block of flats in Wamtead calM 
The HoUics*. built four years ago. and yet more than half of it still 


'X 


einpiv. Thii was a]*Ticed upon (the 
date fixed for the occnpaijoji being 
Sunday. December I), and the ’varioua 
officen ueccsarjiury’ to cany this om nic- 
PCisfuDy were appointed 
f kiPARATiaNS 

Two learieLs were prepared, one for 
general circulaiion and om directly con¬ 
cerned with the occupation, both of 
which arc reproduced in this broadsheet 

Tlic pncis were told of the formal ion 
of the canrpaign and tho demons iratioji, 
but were not told where it was to 
tatc place or at what lime. Instead 
they were lo meet one of ua at a speci¬ 
fied place some diitance from ihc largei. 
This worltcd very well, as all ihc 
naiionah gave ui oovorage yet the pidice 
Icnew nothing of oar plarii. 

With the obvious need for sccjieey. 
interMtcd people who were not at the 
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The Klfti: Hill Faiiipuli'iit Story of ilie 
SiiTimtlc. Price I (ptu^ |Mr>»uigel frimi 
^ndy A,ndersfiii, 411 Tudor f'tose. 
|>artroril, kciii. 
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jTKOting were givea the namas of several 
meeting points, at which they were lo 
he met by comiades who knew the 
target and were lo be taken there. 

THE IJiC DAY 

One cootradc entered the building at 


five minuter lo two hn the preiexl of 
being from the London ^cn icity Board, 
to ensure Lhat the enuv^ce dtmrs were 
unlocked. At 2 p,m, eonl^des asiiecnblcd 
at Snareshmok Tube Slalioii and, with 
mertihets of the press^walked around 
the comer In The Hollies and gained 
entry. Before iho atltpiisEMi residents 
could lock the doors. 22 people were 
or I he ropf and several itayed on the 
naira. The London iters Banner 
went om over the nKjf together with 
showers of leahets. 

During the 50 minuicf; spent on the 
roof, in ten lews and statements were 
laken by the press, and b lire furcconrt 
below comrades and sympathisers were 
hold log meetings whic| drew the reiii- 


SmptyFl^*. 


i families; 


dents and passers-by. Others collected 
our Icullcts and distributed them at all 
corners of (he main crossroads where 
The Hollies stands. 

The police arrived but were very 
unsure on what to do, in fact they 


left to go and get Joseph Kiuner. 
one of Thu diractiirs of Luxor Flats, 
the owners. When he and the police 
returned, wc were fir^it asked then (old 
to loave. The comrades nn the roof 
hold a meeting and decided to givo 
the imprussian that wc were leaving 
and going home. 

The roof occupiers held a quick meet¬ 
ing in the forecourt again. Then suddenly 
we broke oFT, rushed for our smaU 
4:ff_ iaisd vflm uml then ilrpvo 
to Fmba,^y Court, afeo owjiistf fty rhe 
same company and where only 3 of 
18 flats are occupied. DniortunaEdy, the 
police on motorcycles arrived first, ob- 
viDt;aly having read out teaHcCj and 
put two and iwo together. The inside 
foyer door was locked and the lift 
turned off. Again, in front of Etnba»y 
Court a meeting wtis held (a lot of 
supporters and paaser^-hy walked the 
mile from The Hollies to EmbaJUty 
Court). Several people spoke on why 
they supported the occupation and twice 
Kasner (who looked remarkably like 
Al Capone) was offered the platform 
Lo put his case. He refused, msitieriag 
about legal action, victimisation, and 
spoilt Sunday dinner. 

M.C. 


Jlic Coventry Ctiws Virtory. 

Price lid. I|iluii iiuNijige) frimi 
|£u.Nl D>iillnti IJtKMturiuil firou|s, 
128 llaiituuh Road, l^yboivtuue, E.II 


For ftirilitr iH-euuitlv tfT the struggle 
biimdesvitKW and Ijiid hoat^jiig 

REAll! 

^OLIU.ABirY" (iiHintldy, lid., or try 
Mihscriplbm 10/- a ynir) fruiii t1, Kiisvi4l, 
53 b,W estnH>reland Ro:ut. Uniiiiley, Keiil. 

‘ERkTHOM’ twer^, or hy mU- 
scrlptioii £1 13s. 4il. a year! anti 
'AN arch Y’ Inumtlilyt 1,-, nr by suh- 
Mrlpiinn £I 7i), a ywirh hoUi uiBlialdc 
from Frwdoiti P«is, H4a Whlieclkiiirtl 
High Street, l>ondun. EJ. 


MORE SLUMS... 

MORF FEOPLL in HfJMELFiSS HOSTELS , . 

VET GOOD HOUSES STAND FMm' I ! 

WHY? IJF.CAUSE PROFITS AND CJTHER CONSlDER.ATlOHS 
ARE MORE IMPGRTAhrn ifAN PFOPl.E 11 
TATHV’ STILI, Ol.ri IN 11 IK CHI,D 

Iji Novcnrlicr [%fr 'Othy Come Home^ was firat shown uili ||BC television, 
Iherc was a naliunyl outcry: politicians, clergymen, joumiinkts and ordinary 
people everywhere were shocked. People became aware of Ihu plight of (lie 
huriicLcss for the first lime. 7 he national cDnscicnce ^vas prirttd. 

a result ‘.Shelter' wat lurmed Ea help the homdesa and pet^pij; fticced to 
live m Joms Hi Si a now a widely known charily whicl^jifcccivea money 
from all sections of sod id y 
Itf.'l . . . 

0 IfiUwTeri ihut lirsf Hliowiiig nf X uthy’ timl ifie tlilrd Nlmvlii|^ jn ;\|]vnnher 
i9CiH iJic «liuuiioiii tius got wrirNc mlher Ilian better. 

0 ihe Mliiiii^lry of Hiiitqijg udirnitii that 1,8011,01111 in-niilt hi pUicev 
‘u II lit for ljuiiiau luiljlJulbnP. 

0 I'htrt are inm 15,574 pcnjiU' In liMirielehs liovtcN - an lirrejise of LflIKI 

ffVHii last year. 

0 Ifie imtnhci of |ieo|ilc on loml aulliorlly liouHtfig Nni!^ kni, liKicjfiijed hy 
JU,{IIX) lu HiO.dOO shii'c ‘t'aiiiy* was llrst fdiown. 

0 l ilt uuiiiher of iivri^glc in Purl III ureiHoiiioitniloii tti l^oiikn ||,|,« iiirreu\ei1 
^hice ilini fiifti filKmina from 7,6lJ In IVhli (o 5,450 hi lObT, 

0 I lie figures for children being tiiktn lulu care due lu btiiiwluisiiesv iiinl 
bud Imifhing luiuRlIiiiiv, In Eitgluiiil and )ViileA, liu^ tmrdly ^ngctl over iliv 
lust three ycBiN—detpile all lltiil cmicem. 

0 Witk in, Miak uuf, ihe |iu|ieiv are FiiM tt[ lirarllirmkiiiu uf peiipit 

living ill Hhtrip, haling lu put up with rulv, djinip, their hoi^ falling dowu 
iirnaail ilieiti, incredible iUkcr crow ding, no clecIrk-Uy i>r iiii^> | uinhiti, 

anti uiher irtJiJur Indus I rial el(l<», where |irup1e k*i hr fh’l wurk. are iliu 
wni^l |i1iicc<i; in l,frtiduii ilvelf Eaal I,jchii)iiii U fuiiiuU'* for iIuhh. 

0 t(i i%ti (the laM year for whliii ligum are Minilublc i| ihcre 

were in Ijtiidofi 7if| rlilhirrii iu wire licenujiie of Iuhih'I^i^j^, ^ 1,4 
Imudtig comlilloiiv, 

0 lfaU6iaq l-t (lien, lit ibori, a imilunal riiieiucney -or ihc LACK 

OF liOtl.m.NC is m imtioiml eiiicrgciiLy. 


DI^SPI I K ALL THIS . , , 

Ijtgc oil ice blocks stand empty for years. Examples are cveiywhcre tn be 
seen—Centre Point at Tottenham Court Road. Tel star House in Faddinglon, 
the tower block in Stratford, E.IS, overlooking the East London slums. 

Ulocks of luxury nats, built y^rs ago, stand empty for want of buyers— 
but well outside the pockets of ordipury people. Centre Point is again an 
example. 

Further. Council (and the Church and British Railways] own houae* and 
leave them standing empty for yeui's. T/ie Times (November 15. l5i6K) reported 
that Westminster Council had refused to allow 60 sut-h hauj« to he used 
for the horncl( 3 sg. 

1 T 11 .S f'ANNtn- UK ALLOWED TO f'ONTINUE 
VVe are hitiiiriling this riiinpuigu both to protest iiboiii this: stuie ut Jiffuini 
Liiitl «» orgiiiii/c ill tlie iitur Future serious utM'iiipts to oecupy and! ehiiiii 
ihchp liuildifitts. We uUl thus arntuge tiiken occupntimiv uud also real 
titieui|its tu instilII liouu'Ln.v peopk- or %luiii ilivellefN In Iheve empty iiropcrties. 
WHY Dllti-iCl' An HINT 
0 Because things nre getting worse 

0 UocBuse organizations like ‘Sheher' (aird: we da not wi?th to denigrate 
their elknts) imniUH !KtIvi} the problem. 

0 this JihoWii that iha shock' fallowing Cathy’ was not enougtt. Actian 
i» now needed, AND DIRIXT ACIION Wf>RKS. 

0 It was the year-long ettnipaign by husbands, wives and friends that finally 
lorced Kent County Council to end its 'no huabands' rule and its three-month 
lime limit on the women's stay fnfier which Ihoir kids wtiuld he taken into 
ciirej, in summer l^rt at King HIU Hostel at West Mailing, Kent 
0 ft was iinly when huihands and friends occupied .Abridge Hostel that 
Essex OiLUity Cviuncil wete forced to close the place down, rehouse ail the 
rumdies luul convert the place into family jieeommadatioru previously II 
women and 38 kids had lived in a dormihiry. 

0 U wns only when icnanti al the Coventry Cross slum, E3, kicked up a 
fuss ihal the CfLC was forced to rchoure all 190 families earlier this year. 
(KXTIPY KMFn' HHUSKA 

Wa call ujuiii peoiilc everywhere to occupy enipfy Uousts and so end this 
io;w|ii| rrUiie of truviug llictii empty. I.e( m itnUc and urgmiiKc and in our 
ihouuiiifK take over thcNC homes—slum ilwellcrS} Uiiiiieless and their BUppurtera, 
Flejise eMiiiiiet us- ulTcf uh siiiniurtt help m tn this cainiwiRn, In return »c 
olfcr advice oil tnctlcs^ legfll poinis, and we offer our Hipport to yoo, 

London Squatters Chmpaifin, c/o 128 Hiin&ult Road, London. E.H 
Tcl.: LEY 8059. 





















DIRECT ACnON FOR HOMES-1946 


Asses, swine, have litter spread. 

And with titling food are fed, 

AJJ things have a home hut one,— 

Thou, Oh EngJishman hast noncl 

-Shhu-EY: The Mask oj Anarchy. 

POLmClANS of the posi-war Labour Govemient, wlio were 
taken by surprise by the *Sqnatters' Movemenr which swept Britain 
(and other countries), in 1946, showed, by their asionishinent und.impre- 
paredness, how far out of touch they were with the dcsperaieness of the 
housing situation, and with the mood of the people. They were blind to 
the evidence provided by the earlier seizures of empty buildings by horiie- 
Jess returning servicemen which occurred in 1919, or by the Scotlish 
examples during the 1939-1945 war—the 'Blitz Hotcr incident in Glasgow, 
and the occupation of empty houses at Blaniyre in the spring of 1945. 
Above all. they ignored the lessons of the Vigilante campaign of the 
summer of 1945—that far-off summer which saw^ the beginning of ihc 
‘peace', and of the aiomic age. 

The picturesque, but perhaps ill-advised name of 'Vigilantes' was 
adopted by committees largely compt^sed of ex-servicemen, who, under 
cover of night, installed homeless families and their fumiiurc in unoccupied 
liouses—usually successfully since no action could be taken to evict them 
once they were in. until the usually absentee property-owners could initiate 
legal proceedings against them. This campaign started, and was most 
active, in seaside towns, for example Southend, Hastings, and, most of all, 
Brighton, which has a rather unique place among the South Coast resorts, 
in that ii has a large working-class population. The original and out¬ 
standing grievance against which the Vigilante campaign was aimed, was 
the way in which big seaside houses were being kept empty for most of the 
year in order to be let at very Itigh rents during the short holiday season. 

From this, as the movement spread, it became an attack on the right of 
landlords io keep property unoccupied for any reason. The success of 
the Vigilantes forced the government to grant wider powers to local 
auLhoriiics to requisitioo property for housing purposes, while the threat 
of further ditcci action ensured that the councils would use these powders. 
Thus the campaign began with an effort to put right an obvious public 
scandal, it spread to become a challenge to the hilherto hardly disputed 
right of the landlord to do as he liked with his property without reference 
IQ public needs, and it ended with the official sanction of this challenge. 

The squailcrs" ifiovcmcnl of the follow¬ 
ing year spmng from another of these 
scandalous anomalies—the emptiness of 
bondreds of army and air rorec camps 
durmg ihc worst housing shortage wc 
ba^-e known. The first of the 1946 
squatters was Mr. James Fielding, a 
cinema projectionist at Scunthorpe, Lin-^ 
calnshirc, who, desperate for somewhere 
to live, moved on May 8 with his family, 
into the former ofTiccrs' mess of an un¬ 
occupied anii-aircraft camp. As soon as 
the news of their action got around the 
town, other young couples in a similar 

and tht fust colony of squatters was 
bom. Shortly afterwards two other 
camps in the same area were seized, and 
this wa- follDwed by the occupation of 
several camps around Sheffield. The 
Sheffidd setllers farmed a Squatters' Pro¬ 
tection Society and quickly linked up 
with the pioneer squatters al Scunlhorpe. 

CAMFS STIZrO 

Th*»e events were rapidly followed by 
(he vti^ure uf hundreds of camps in 
every part of Britain. The auihorhles 
win- at first disclaimed any responsibility 
for the squatters—passing the buck from 
onL- departmeni to another- -were forced 
into recognising the occupations, and 
|t>icaJ counctU were instructed to turn on 
water and elcdncity and provide essen¬ 
tial icrvicefc l-atcr in the year the Minis- 
iry of Works, which had previously de¬ 
clared Itself "nut micrested', found it 
possible lo oficr the Minisitry’ of 
HeiiUh [which waK then the government 
depcirtment rcspunsible for housing) 850 
former service camps 
Tile governmciH announced on October 
11, 1946. Thai 1,038 camps in England 
and W'alcs bad been 4.fu:upicd by 39.535 
people, and on Sc pi ember 5 it was slated 
that 4.(K)<.I people had squatted m Scot¬ 
land 

Since the government otnild not destroy 
the movemen!. it tried to abwih U. and 
exprerssed itself cnnfidcnl that the setllcji 
wcnild 'hcc reason' and 'mtwc out when 
the situation had been explained lo them' 

A Icatlmg arliclc in the Obsfrvtr com- 
mcnied! 

'The Ministry piouily hopes that 
squatters, after certain explanatiimi 
will 'Telurn To the homci from wliith 
they have cimic*' What homes? Bits 
of caravi^ns or cmnnici m the over 
crowded lodgings oi rtiir preminoi of 
others from which they are desperaicly 
trying to cftcape? Tlic fart that ejt- 
soldicrv who have had plerily of camp 
life in their lime should now rt^^urd 
an army hut as a link bit of heaven ii 
surely strong enough evidence of their 
misery and despair. Nor arc they likely 
to be ternlkd by (lie talk of winter 
weather* 

As the camps began to fill, the fqiiai- 
fern lumcd to other empty buildings: 
houses, shops, mansions, disused school 
buildings, race tracks and a stadium, 
were among the places occupied, and on 
August 26, two Aberdeen hotels and a 
hostel were taken, while on the 29ih two 
big hotels in Glasgow were seized, though 
they bad lo be abandoned later. 

The final, and most spectacular phase 
of the campaign began in London on 


Sunday, September 8, when the 148 
luxury flats of Duchess of Bedford Kousc, 
Kensington, another block in Weymouth 
Street, Marylcbonc, and houses in Hol¬ 
land Park and Campden Hill, were in¬ 
vaded. On the following day three more 
houses in Beaumont Street, Marylcbonc, 
were taken over, and on Tuesday 60 
families entered Fountain Court, a block 
of flats in Victoria. On Wednesday the 

/int* fti finsJ 

I be 630-roijmcd Tv an hoc Hatch Blooms¬ 
bury, were occupied. 

POLICE TAniCS 

Tlic tactics adopted by the police in 
this final stage of the campaign varied 
from day to day. At first, at the Duchess 
of Bedford House, their human sympathy 
seems to have got the better of their role 
as proteolorj of the interests of the pro¬ 
pertied class, and, according to the press, 
‘Police called lo the scene made them¬ 
selves helpful and an inspector arranged 
for a WVS ran lo supply hot drinks'. 
But on the Tuesday, they were organising 
h watch an unoccupied properly to pre- 
VL'nl further squalling, and the Home 
fjffkc instructed Scotland Yard to 'in¬ 
quire into ihe origin of ihe organisation 
behind the squatiers’ and to keep the 
government ‘fully informed of the acti- 
vilks of poliiical agitators who foment 
trouble' (Needless to say, the CID soon 
announced ‘secret documents'.) On the 
Wednesday, after Abbey Lodge and the 
h'anhoe Hotel had been seized, the police 
cordoned the buildings. Their refusal to 
allow any more than iweniy-five blankets 
into Abbey Lodge for the children, 
caused a scene outside m which demon- 
idrators lay di>wn five-deep in the road 
and held up traffic for a quarter of a 
mile fjilcr, food and blankets were 
alkiwtd in. 

71ierc were similar scenes at the I van- 
hoe Hotel 7lie sialc of seige was 
jc^umed during the night at the four 
main 'ttquaitt i^' frontv' and the bjnekade 
Loiitmucd 4»n The bdli/wiiiy day. while 
tIic polki tmrk fn4Uc acliiui to pi event 
peoplr from entering or re riitenng tite 
buildings 'Hie same staicv woie repeided 
on the ■H)U4i4Jay riiKlit. and niounled 
ptilicc wnc U'urd to dispctccr the ciiiW4j 
at Abbey laKlt'*: Du I m 4!., y tliKit wcm- 
tumrnir lhat they inJcndcil tii in r ar 
gaa hdicc leave w'as stirpped. uod the 
rmilc to tin Sunday meeting in Hyde 
t'ark was lined with mounted poluf lb* 
first artesti. apart from ihc uvual tmer 
Lin charges of iibstrudion and mviilting 
behaviour^ were made on iht Saiuiday, 
when live Ceunmuniiti were chaiged witli 
‘conspiring together with other iJcrsoju 
to incite pervonn to titHpash on property' 
(Tticy were subsequently f4;>und guilty 
and bound over.) 

On the same day, the M mid or of 
Hcallh. the laic Aneurin Bevun, who was 
jusi hull from his holiday in Swiizei 
land, instructed all local uutimritie* to 
cut off gas and electricity supplic- to all 
property ondcr their ptmlml occupied by 
squatter^'. The 1.4ibour governnieivt ad¬ 
vised all owners of empty buildings lo 


ensure that all doorji and windows were 
secured, but it did them why, at 

a time when famiEf^ being prose¬ 
cuted for sleeping fluids and ditches, 
their properly rcrnai^etj empty. 

THE COMMON ISIS 

The Cbmmunists although a year 
earlier they had denoLinced the Vigilantes, 
were very active a^ongsi the squatters 
in London. So iriuctj that people who 
bad to rely on ne^^.^papers for their in¬ 
formation assumed, and have assumed 
since, that the wh^i^ thing was a Com- 
mimisl stum. Diana Murray Hill, the 
only pc^rson to rnifcg.a serious study at 
the time of who the squatters were and 
what kind of sirmia they had been in 
{Pilot Papers, Navernber 1946), neporled 
from Abbey Lodge that ‘as to the argu¬ 
ment lhat rhe (.ommudists gave them the 
idea of squatting, they i^aid there was 
nothing to it. Many of Them had been 
squatting of their own accord before the 
taking over of the fiats. In some cases 
the huts they had been squatting in had 
been taken away from them'. And, 
‘Finally the crowd of sympathisers out¬ 
side. the majority af whom Mr. R. knew 
personally and civuld V4juch for their 
not being Communists . . and of ihe 
squatters themselves: ‘Again he knew 
many of them pctionaJly. and of the ones 
he knew pone were Communists. The 
squatters formed ih<^ir own committee/ 

Or as FanEnoM (21.9,46) put it: 

‘'The fact is that the Communists 
wish to exploit ihif movement rr4.ivv that 
it has become widespread. One must 
recognise this faci even when one ex¬ 
presses sjmi pithy for the arrested 
leaders, and solidarity with those rank 
and file Communfsts who have given 
genuine suppart to some squatters. 
Nevertheless the support of the Com¬ 
munists is a ri:al danger to the move¬ 
ment. Legal action against the squat¬ 
ters was obviikusly very difficuU; but 
the attempt of the CF to organise them 
has provided die^ govermnem with just 
the handle they heeded. The legal pro¬ 
secutions will defied, attention from the 
real issue ^the desperate plight of the 
homeless- It will lower the whole 
question to the level of political strife 
and cppOTtLinMii Perhaps most dan¬ 
gerous of all, ihe CP themselves will 
MCizk t4.t nipvcment into legal¬ 

istic channe/f They have ulruauy 
formulated •iPp lands'' of the govern¬ 


ment. So®n they will be urging the 
homeless to avoid further direct action 
and "do nothing to hamper (he reali¬ 
sation of your demands''/ 

ITie truth of this evaluation was shown 
in the anti-climax of the ‘general evacua¬ 
tion' by the London squatters when the 
High Court injunction was granted. This 
was treated by the press as the end of 
the squatters, and the fact was concealed 
that the many thousands of camp settlers 
were not affected by the set-back, and 
had settled down until they could find 
something belter, while many of the 
London squatters were cventuafiy pro¬ 
vided with accom modal ion of one sort 
or another by the LCC. 

Fn October, Aneurin Sevan sought to 
turn public feeling agaiast the camp 
squatters by suggesting that they were 
‘Jumping their place in the housing 
queue', when in fact they were jumping 
out of the housing queue by moving into 
buildings which would not otherwise 
have been used for housing purposes, 
ft took most of them years in fact to get 
into the 'housing queue'. Over a hundred 
families who in 1946 occupied a camp 
known as Field Farm in Oxfordshire, 
stayed together and in 1958-9 were re¬ 
housed in the new village of Bcrinsfield 
on the same site. 

• • -f 

A notable feature of the whole 
campaign was the way in which, quite 
spontaneously and without disputes, the 
atxommodation was divided among the 
would-be squatters in accordance with 
their needs, Ihe size of their families, 
and so on. The best huts and buildings, 
usually the former Officers* Mess, nc^- 
less fn .say, went to large families, while 
the ordinary Nissen huts were divided 
among the child loss couples. Of one of 
the earliest squatters' camps, it was re¬ 
ported on 24,7.46: 

‘Tlie campers today discovered a 
20,fKXJ-ga|lon water tank and have 
turned on the water, A youth, ap¬ 
pointed as water inspector, is carrying 
out hourly checks to ensure that taps 
are not left running, A camp com¬ 
mittee has been elected and the camp 
is being run on communal lines. 
Tradesmen call with their raps.' 
HOPEFUL SPIRIT 
In camps J visited in Hampshire I 
loiitiu. ttvtrywv-iifero tioat adveii- 

tur4^us spirit lhat springs from independ¬ 


ence and spontaneous cx>-opcfation. 
Everywhere I saw attempts to make those 
bleak huts look ‘more like home* Com¬ 
munal cooking. laundering and nursery 
facilities sprang up. Fathers took turns 
to stoke the boilers, mothers took turns 
to do the settlement's shopping, and the 
children collected up the rubbish left by 
the army and made bonfires of it. For 
them at least, it was a real adventure. 
Squatters Pnztection Societies and Fede^ 
rations were formed to protect their 
mutual inlcrest Some memorable scenes 
of solidarity were seen during the 
seizures at London hotels, when, in the 
face of police opposition, complete 
strangers threw into the buildings blan¬ 
kets and parcels of food, without hope 
of recompense. 

One of the remarkable features of the 
squatters' communities was lhat they 
were formed from people who bad very 
little in common except their homeleas- 
ncss—tinkers and university dons were 
amongst them. A very revealing report 
Of] the squatters, in the series ‘How Arc 
They Now?' appeared in the Newx 
Cfironkle for January 14. 1947. The 
correspondent describes a camp in Lan¬ 
cashire: 

. There aie two camps within the 
camp—the official squatters (that is, 
people who have been placed in the 
huts after the first invasion) and the 
unofficial squatters (the veterans, who 
have been allowed! to remain on suffer¬ 
ance). 

‘Both pay the same rent of lOs. a 
week—but there the similarity ends. 
Although one would have imagined 
that the acceptance of rent from both 
should accord them identical privi¬ 
leges, in fact, it does not. Workmen 
have put up partitions in the huts of 
the official sqiiatt 4 ^rs—and have put in 
sinks and other mmierous conveniences. 
These are the sheep; the goats have 
perforce to fend for themselves. 

'An interesting commentary on the 
situation was made by one of the 
young welfare officers attached to the 
housing department. On her visit of 
inspection she found that the goals had 
set to work with a will, improvising 
partitions, running up curtains, dis¬ 
tempering, paint Leg and using initia¬ 
tive. 

‘The official squat[crs, on the other 
hand, sat about glumly without using 
initiative or Ofting a hand to help 
themselves and bemoaning their fate, 
4 cvcn though they might have been re- 
mov4>d from the most appalling slum 
property. Until the ovenvorked cor¬ 
poration workmen got around to them 
they would not attempt to improve 
CDnltniied an page 4 


HOMES IN A FREE SOCIETY 


riM-lF FRUSTRA I ION arising from an 
^ ugly, monotonous and unhealthy en¬ 
vironment ]S only part of the general 
frustration whRjh is incvilable in an 
acquisitive and authoritarian society. 
Only as they I^iuuc free can men build 
the enviroumcnl m which freedom will 
be developed adif enjoyed. 

After a socialjrevuluiion. the problem 
of providing s<|iic immediate improve- 
mciu in the l^^ing conditions of the 
workers will hayc to be faced. As pri¬ 
vate property >iilJ have been abolished, 
all dwellings will become vested in the 
community, tii(pach district commtines 
will be fui nted b administer local affairs 
not directly c^uerned with industries, 
and these coirAne^i. or workers' coun¬ 
cils, will take c^i the administration of 
all houses in th| neighbourhood. Jt wifi 
be tlteir busincu ui make a suney of all 
accommodation,jsu lhat the large resU 
deutinl houses rf tlic rich can be shared 
among those live In overcnvwdcd 
slums. Areas lij,c Mayfair, with a sur¬ 
plus of large iiJ{in,si[mE, can offer some 
of their accont|i(idaljcin to the people 
of woikma cl]^ districts. 

I his. litPweveiE wilt he a solution both 
inconipicie antf lumpurary. 'Hie rich 
meirs hmiscj (^London ami the piovin- 
eial cities. lltB^an^ioiii of ihc cinmiry 
^ciMly. iargi ^L^y mny lie ill the iqq^ic- 
gate, arc ccrlfly nut sulflcieul to luuise 
jII Ihe workciiLiiH imw live in unsiilii 
fiu tiuy luimci. JNiii air luuiNes of Mich 
ti kiiui cunvcrtll, ipto leally siaishictory 
umt* for [aiiiil^ who wusli U» live cum- 
foiiably m>icirf5nl offejilntiniisly. Such 
1 measure, CM jure, will he a paitinl 
iitd u i\:iy tAporiity vtihiliiUi of the 
pruhlcni i}fr(i|2jsmg the worker 
Most of tn^inkers, and eventiinfiy 
all of them. ^ j [^bvc (u ho boused in 
new buildinp. vanuiis kinds cither 
fiats 4>r indiv ^^,,1 ^mall htiusei Hic 
iftsk is an etn , ^nc. iuvulviug the 
huilding of «| milliim htmses 

wilhin a wer% term of ycatv Ihis 

would meiuly iht uvcrciowdinjit 

and had ho^ ^i^ich aiie lulmitted by 
ihc ^laiidnrd^ , orthodox 

criticism wi^ j^resent society After 
ihii liR^ rc-mums 

'i^Bfonnidahk task of pro- 


rhe even 


viding t,hc rest of the workers with houses 
pleasant t4j live in and functional ly com¬ 
plete iLi a far greater degree than the 
ugly and inconvenient cottages con¬ 
sidered sal la factory today. In addition 
there is the almost equally great task, 
intimately associated with the rebuilding 
of houses* of reconstructing the public 
ulililies, such a.s streets, parks, water and 
cleciricUy supplies, cleansing, etc*, so as 
lo integrate them into a socially satisfy¬ 
ing and unwasleful environment for 
Hving. 

Great as these tasks appear, there is 
n4.> reason why they cannot be completed 
within a rdatively short number of years 
in a society that uses all the potentialities 
of a scicmiHcally mechanised industry tn 
order to achieve a much greater rapidity 
of production than exists today. 

HUH DING WORKER.S‘ 

SYNUIC.4ITS 

The construction of new houses will 
be done by the syndicates of building 
workers, working in ciillithomiion with 
the syndicates uf Factoric.s producing con¬ 
struction units uf various kinds. Included 
aTtumg the syndicates of building workers 
will be the mchilccis and designers, who 
will iiu longer be hanqiered by the arti- 
iicin! harrier which in the past has 
divided the man who designti houses frv>m 
the man wlm hujkb ilicm. 

Ihe syoilitnitcs of building workers 
wifi co-operate clusrly with the ItHral 
cornniuncs, formed by ihc workers on a 
fevidential basis to administer the affairs 
iff dislrtcls, villaps and (owns. Each 
ikunmune w ill decide how much land can 
he devoted to budding and hnw^ many 
houses it requires. It will ulS4J consult 
with workcis from other cummunes who 
need acciimmodaiiun outside their own 
districts, or, if its own popuiaiion is too 
great, arrange for I hose vvho wish lo 
leave to he given hotive.s in other dis- 
irictv Similarly, country communes wifi 
maimam n proportion of houses fur wor- 
kv\. who wish to leave the towns for a 
short while 

llw communes, having decided what 
accummndidion they needed, will arrange 
w irh the huilding syndicates for the work 
lo he done The building syndicates will 
undertake all the constructional details, in 


their fum arranging with other syndicates 
for the manufactxue and transport of the 
necessary materiats. They will gain the 
opinion of occupants as to faults and pos¬ 
sible improvements in design, and modify 
their practice accordingly# They can also 
carry^ out experimentsffn design on their 
own account, building trial houses which 
they can invite workers to use in order 
to test the practical value of new ideas 
in UTchiLecture or equipment. 

The relations between the communes 
and the workers' syndicates will be simi¬ 
lar with regard to the public utilities 
which complete the communal environ¬ 
ment. Electrical workers, for instance, 
will undertake to supply the necessary 
current for the communes and for indus¬ 
trial plant and to provide the requisite 
electric equipment. 

CHANGED .4rilTLlDi:S 
Certain general tendendes seem prob¬ 
able. l*hc firat is a changed attitude to¬ 
wards the town. When their W'ork no 
longer lies them to one spot, many 
people will desire something different 
from the life of the great cities which 
have sprung from the administrative and 
industrial centralism of the ]&st century. 
In siidety based on decentralisation and 
federalism in com mu mil and industrial 
affairs, the practical justification for large 
cities will vanish, and many of the in- 
liabiianis wilt begin to desert these over¬ 
grown agglomerations. The result will be 
an increase in the p4.>pulation of the 
C4.uintry districts and the smaller towns. 
It will also, n4[i d4.nibt, be desirable to 
build new cities, of limited dimensions, 
in order to avoid the growth of further 
bunds of suburbs round existing cities. 
Ibcse new cities would be sun-ounded by 
ctitinlry —nowhere shouUl the fields he 
uuue than rea,soniible walking distance 
from the ceiurc, ainl within their boun- 
ilarics. as rn the 43!d mediaeval cities, 
there would he giiixlcns and public lawns. 
In general, the new society will probably 
see a strong tendency for the country to 
become more thickly populated and for 
the towns 10 become more ruraliscd. 
Even in the old cities, (.his is likely lo 
lake place as their populations shrink 
and old. useless buildings arc pulled 
down and replaced by parks and gardens. 
Dwellings will be built for health and 
pleasure. They will be so orienled and 
spaced as to receive the maximum sun¬ 
light. They will be constructed so as lo 
Continued on pafte 4 














STRUGGLE OF THE HOMELESS 


King Hill Campaign 


30, 1965, they 
asked for tin Apidogy. 

Uwtem, sptike^oitic i-i£)j^.i,|f,uj 
about ibc Chri«m4 , spirit-_v^j|e Christ¬ 
mas was still ilire«^ari(i.^^t^a|f 


Law, being a tyrant, compels many things 
ID be done contrary to nature- 

—PLAirt: Fnvagttms. 

'pi-TRCL YEARS AGO. ttic persecution of homeless families at King Hill 
Hostel by Rent County Council was a national scandal. This was the 
hostel near Maidstone whei^ KCC discharged its staLtilory obligation to 
give temporal^ accommodation to homeless families. Many will find it a 
shock to realise it was *all that time ago\ so great was the disgust at in¬ 
human Bumbledom, so inspiring the fight against it by tlic families and 
friends. 

For many others, (he events are already dim and distant, the lessons 
forgotten or never learned. There is foriunately a weU-documented study. 
"KCC versus the Homeless’; imfortunatcly. space permits here only the 
barest outline. 

Oft October 5, 1965, a Kent Solidarity Group leaflet e;^posed the scandal, 
as follows: 


Pickets were 


the homes i^f the 


At West Mall ini;, in the heart of Kent, 
is a collection of dilapidated wooden 
huts, sumiuiided by a high wire fence, 
it looks like a Na^:! forced labour c«mp. 
The Kent Couniy Council cal! it King 
Hiil Hostel. Many years ago this place 
was & workhouse. The living conditions 
Ihcn could not have been much worse 
than they are now. On entering, iPs hard 
to believe that ifs l%5 and not 1^65. 
Yet the 43 mothers and over 100 children 
who are cooped up in the small parti¬ 
tioned sections of these huts arc desperate 
to stay They are homeless. They have 
nowhere dsc to go. This miserable mis- 
fortune enables the worthy Kent coun¬ 
cillors to get from the families xi signed 
acceptance of a degrading list of rules 
and condilinns before being admitted. 

'No intoxicants. No animats, The 
comniLinal toilet facilities and the large 
corridors must be scrubbed fno mops 
allovvedi and polished every day. Uni’ 
formed slafT inspect whenever tliey like. 
Some enter & family's living section with¬ 
out knocking, llicre is no privacy. Tf 
a muthfir or one of her children is ill, 
[Kc ‘^Officer-in-Charge'‘ decides whether 
a doctor is jiccessan'. This *'OC" has no 
ineciical cjuaJifications. Another rule is 
that a family must move after 3 months 
althouih the councillors will not help ro 
find anywhere else for them to live, Many 
hmJIic.'i hate fivnarstayt-d this 3-months 
lipU. The councillors are taking court 
proceeding? to turn then^ onto the 
stfceiS- Much exalted ‘'British Justice’^ 
then goes a .step further. The children 
are taken from Their mother as "being in 
need of care and protection”. 

‘This alone is a good reason why hus¬ 
band*. should break the rule which 
only allows them to visit during certain 
times at weekends. Although the penally 
for disobeying is cviclion of the whole 
Eatnlly, 14 husbands recently mosed in 
and are determined to stay. Tlierc arc 
other good reasom. Tlicir wjvps-fear 4 he 
‘'prowlers" who knock on the windows 
at night. They have to pay the KCC for 
their wives and children and also for 
their own digs. They have to pay fares 
to visit their families. They c^n'l get 
work in the area—local bosses tell the 
employment exchange not to send any¬ 
one from the half-way house. 

‘Rut how do families get into this 
apparently hopeless situation? The imme- 
diafe reason is the greed of landlords 
who have evicted them. But they arc 
really the victims of a rotten society. The 
bosses of the political parties all agree 
about spending £ 2,000 million on means 
for waging war. Shareholders make fan¬ 
tastic profits out of it. While thousands 
are homeless, millions of pounds arc 
spent on luxury Oats and houses, and 
gigantic office blocks. While all this 
oontiniies apace, the homeless at West 
Mailing must suffer the intimidation and 
blackmail of the local and County 
authorities' 

The leaflet went on to describe the 
case of Stan Daniels and his wife Joan 
and four children. Evicted by the new 
owner of tlidr hoTne in Bromley (20 
miles away). Mrs. Daniels and the chil¬ 
dren were eventually forced to come to 
King Hill, They haled to he split up 
under the ‘no husbands^ rule, but had 
no other choice, save having their 
ciiFidrcn 'taken into care* 

'By the end of the three months, neither 
Sran nor Joan Daniels had been able to 
find anywhere else to live although they 
were prepared to pay a reasonable rent. 
Now Stan fought back. The family did 
DDt move out. Stan moved in. 

‘On August 31. ofliciats of the KCC 
arrived to evict the Daniels, They barri* 
raded themselves in, Intimidation was 
used. The water supply to ail huts was 
cui off. Other residents 'in the Daniels' 
hut were told to leave so as to isolaEc 
them, Mrs, Carol Dorc says she wu-s 
Jimin three days' notice to quit when shu 
Nbwd, although she had been there only 


two weeks. A Council official, Mr. H. 
Brown, said thai "thirty women and 
eighty children crowded into the corridor 
tn a solid mass , . and the entrance to 
the hostel had been bamcaded by dust¬ 
bins". Mr. Brown concluded that cflurts 
to farce the Daniels out therefore hxid to 
be abandoned. With the solidarity of the 
other residents, Stan and loan Daniels 
won the first round. 

'Thirteen other husbands moved in. In 
the High Court on Monday. October 4 , 
the Kent councillors got an interim in¬ 
junction which enables them to use force 
to separate the 14 husbflnd.s from their 
wives and children if they are still there 
after midday on Friday. October S, 

‘We say to the Kent cciuncillorsr STOP 
SMASHING I’P FAMILIES! fF YOU 
t ANT HELP REHOUSE THEM KEEP 
YOUR IIE,AVY HAN'^DS OFF! Wc call 
on all working people to make these 
facts as widely known as possible. These 
families arc human bemgs. not things to 
be moved according to bureaucrat ic rules 
and rcguklicns. 

'Show your solidarity. Hoid collections 
at work Help them in their defence and 
other costs. WHAT ELSE CAN YOU 
DO TO HELP? 

'Will the Labour Government send 
bailiffs and hordes of police fa.s the 
Tories did m St, Pancras ihT960) to 
evict working people from their miser¬ 
able accommodation? WILL YOU LET 
THEM?' 

Appealing against the inionclfoti men¬ 
tioned, the 14 husbands lost. Four of 
them were at once singled out. accused 
of breaking the injunction, and found 
guilty of contempt of court. On legal 
advice they gave an undertaking to Mr. 
Justice Lawton that they would 'keep 
away from this hostel except at the 
proper visiting times which are between 
10 a.m. and 8 pm. on .Saturdays and 
Sundays', ‘in the event of an emergency 
iuch as the illness of a wife or child' 
they could enter only after 'first report¬ 
ing 10 the police and being accompanied 
by a police officer. . . 

As the judge spoke, pickets belonging 
to the Friends of King Hill outside in 
the Strand carried posters saying. 'Four 
men on trial for sleeping with their 
wives', and 'Is marriage a crime? KCC 
says yesL 

However, two men, Brian Lomas and 
Roy Mills, almost at once withdrew the 
promises regarding their families. Em¬ 
barrassed already by the publicity raised 
by public meetings of the Residents and 
Friends of King Mill, the law at first 
wouldn't listen. A fortnight later, Lomas 
and Mills got a hearing and were jailed 
by Lawton on November 19. 

Within this fortnight, the campaign 
bad already gathered more momentum. 
The principal demands were the chang¬ 
ing of the rules that ( 1 ) excluded hus¬ 
bands, and ( 2 ) restricted the stay of 
families to three months. 

King Hill Residents and Friends went 
to I.uibour Party Eriib bye-election meet- 
inge» and asked vif^iling Ministers awk¬ 
ward questions. The stewards replied with 
blackshirt tactics, giving the campaign 
more naLional publicity. 

Nine husbands entered the hostel for 
a 'slecp-m' on Saturday night, November 
13. 'and showed that even I he KCC 
couldn't tamper for ever with the laws 
of nature'. 

Kcridents and Friends interrupted the 
cspcnses-patd torpor of Kent County 
Council mcciings with more awkward 
questions, and the scandal grew. 

When Lomas and Mills were jailcd- 
thc whole affair was blown sky-high. At 
a demonstratinn outside Brlxton, police 
regulations were defied and messages sent 
over a loudhailer relayed to the twu tm- 
prisaned men by other prisoners. 

By now, so vast was the Crown’s 
embarrass men i that it rapidly accepted 
Brian Lomas's and Roy Mills' offer to 
renew their undertakings. On November 


known 
and feared* 


Minister of Health and couniy medi 
cat ofiicCT. workhouse 

master'. A lobby of Kent Labour MPs 
wa.s orgauiscd. 

Eventually the was tested in 

the High Court wheihcr or not husbands 
had a right to slay K^itg Hill Hie 
judgea found for the KCC—against the 
homeless. Noncthclt^j^ husbands 

stayed on. No cvicti 1 ^ 1,5 place. 

Finally, the Keni County Council 
climbed down. Husband? {who had been 
staying at the h^tcl ,(5 some 

months) were twcuilly admitted. The 
ihree-month rule was rroi rescinded, but 
had. from the moment of Stan Daniels's 
action leading to the launching of the 
campaign, hecome a ctimpleEc dead-let ter. 
Die committee of the Friends of King 
Hili nonetheless remains in existence *to 
keep a watchful eye on developments at 
the htmel'. 

The pamphlet 'KGC versus the Home¬ 
less’. issued when the campaign was 
largely won, contains nr,it only an accoiinu 
but some excellent coaclusions. Space 
here again allows only a shun extract; 

Life at King Hill starkly shows up ihc 
total fly of the modern proletarian condi¬ 
tion, These families arc caught in a web. 
'Die impersonal and Lhn>.i,ile fabric of this 
wcl> do mimics and permeaEcs every 
aspect of their lives. Wherever ihcy 
(um. they come up against a ciild. callous 
rcaliEy, hnsed on rules, regulations and 
instllutiorts beyond -Iknli comprehension 
and control The objcci of the rules 
appears to be simply the imposition of 
an nlien itimosi abstraci will on those 

Abridge ^ 

A FTER IHE VICTORY at King Hill 
I decided to visit [o place Td heard 
rumours about from many homeless 
people in Sut ion's HotAcL UorfiKhutch 
anti from Ihc lialfAiS^. housc in Ilford. 
This was Abridge Hostel: all ihose 
who knew about ii feared it—for Abridge 
was I he ‘punishmeiu block^'—where those 
families wbo'd 'misbehaved’ at uthci 
hosiels were sent. 

On September 29, 1966, Ed read in 
the ChigwcU Tjmir.v iliat sonvc of the 
husbands bad been steeping in cars to 
be near their families Ihroughoiit 
October 1966 t visited ihe hosicl many 
limes and goi to know the hiLsbaEids 
and families well. 1 saon Icaiot why 
Abridge was known and feared. 

f'vtr vfsfteei tmmy /miets over fhv 
last ihree yeats^tmt nuvtr have / icc 7 l 
a pfuce iikt Abndf*e. Eleven women 
and 3K ehiidren lived in iwo dorniitoricx 
—one ail night, the other all day^ There 
nuai ahMilniety no privacy, no separate 
rooins, ?w escape from those two rooms 
Umkss you went to the !), In these 
Iwo rooms the residents lived and died. 
Men. of course, were nut allowed— 
indeed it would have been impossible 
for them to live there, as all the women 
slept in Ihe one long ddnnitory. They 
were allowed in for four hours on 
Saturdays and Sundays only Tire 
women had to be in by |0 p.m. To 
gti away for a weekerid they needed 
special 'passes'. This was Abridge Hostel. 
HKTITION 

The men had already presented a 
petition to Essex County CounciL nnd 
during October iliey caiTipaigned for its 
acccpiancc. After a niogit qf waiting 
is was finally decided iKat action was 
necessary. 

On Sunday, Oclol^:^ ,10, lijt husband.s 
wiih aupporters in vailed ihc hostel and 
'inspected' it, Mensuremflats were taken 
of Ihc dormitories and the 'isolation' 
block—an cmply block wlih exlra l>eds 
and blankets. The hlabkei at lire was 
broken into, and new hlankcts handed 
OKI to Ihe wives, who had only two 
blankeis each—and IhcseifuH of hi>leH. 
The men then nuemptw to eat a 
Sunday dinner wilh their fiy 

this lime the police arrive^and removed 
the men eating their dinn% 

The publidiy was cnorhvuus and ihe 
Council was obviou.dy embrrasged. The 
men threatened to returrtjj nejtt Sunday 
if conditions were not improved. They 
also ihrctttcned to convert ihc place 
into family units, if the Council con¬ 
tinued to separate thcir| fnim iheir 
families—this was the fcaioii ihey had 
measured up ihc butlding'ti 
On Wednestlay, Novethber 2, the 
Council's Chief Welfare t^iftcer, Mr. W. 
Boyce, visited the hosl^l. The men 
were granied concessionsH'Ihe main one 


least able to fend for themsclvcsi- 

'Few of the families at King Hill have 
any savings. Wages arc usually well be¬ 
low average. From economic necessity 
many of the King Hill husband..*; have 
bad to change jobs. Dr jf they have kept 
Ihdr jtjfes, hours have to be speni on 
travel Being pushed around, at work, is 
nothing new to these families. In this 
respect their fate is commonplace. Hun¬ 
dreds of thousands arc submitted to this 
in modern md us trial socutics. Where 
these families differ is that in every other 
aspect of their lives they also expericnee 
the tremendous pressures of a hostile 
environment. Outside of work, they ex¬ 
perience the same alienation, the same 
degradation, the sanu' systematic de- 
humanization. Wiien husbands apply for 
work and they say ihetr families are at 
King Kilk prospective employers turn 
their noses up. When wives apply for 
accommodation giving the address of the 
cursed hostel people just don’t want lo 
know. The children get snubbed at the 
local school. TTie tradesmen are cal¬ 
culating and cautious. The very name of 
the hostel carries a snjcial stigma. Treated 
like dirh the families gradually begin to 
feel like it. 

'Those who end up at King Hill have 
been deprived of a part of themselves. 
ITic destrucllon has taken place bit by 
bit. They have k>si some of their self- 
confidence, some of their awareness of 
their rights, some of I heir ability or will 
to fight back. Because less articulate than 
most they get pushed around—by the 
local N,AB bureaucrats, by local dcKtors, 
hy the oificials of housing committees, 
etc. Tt\ey arc on the receiving end 24 
hours a day. Look at the picture of 28- 
year-oid Mrs, Mildred Mills, taken out¬ 
side Brixten prison (sec cover). It sums 
up the totahly of the proletarian condi¬ 
tion, even in 1965, 

'The Friends of King Kill have helped 
these families regain something of w'hat 
they had lost. They have helped them 
stand on iheir feel again .*^md look the 
world in the eye. They have helped them 
reappropriate a fraction of their lost 
humaniEy,’ 


Hostel 


was being allowed lo visit iheir families 
every evening and all day weekends. 
Unanimously they rejected these as com- 
nlcLely inadeguate. 

husbands move in 

On Sunday, November 6 , the men 
retuTEctl to the hostel. This time, however, 
wc were all 'armed' wilh doors, carpets, 
electric drills, tools, hardboard and 
other equipment. The aim was to con¬ 
vert ihc hostel into family accommo¬ 
dation units—to enable Ihe busbatvds lo 
move in. Work was commenced im- 
mediaiely—moving two families into the 
cmply 'isolation block' and converting 
the dormitory for the rest. There were 
about 2(1 of us doing this—and soon 
the police arrived and tried lo remove 
us. This proved a more difficult task 
than they'd hargaine^! for—as fast as 
they removed us we climbed back m 
Ihc windows. Eventually more police 
arrived—and more* and so the battle 
went on for a couple of hours. 

Eventually ihe police put through a 
phone call 10 Mr. Boyce. Wc spoke 
to him. He told us ‘we couldn’t do 
this sort of thing—it wasn’t allowed, 
etc., etc,' Wc replied that ‘we had 
done i:\ 2 'he police explained that they 
were ^having difficulty' removing us, 
Boyce agreed 10 ‘look into our plans' 
for conversion of the hostel. Wc replied 
thill this was not good enough and we 
refused to leave the hostel. 

Eventually, faced with this, and the 
threat that we would return the fol¬ 
lowing Sunday with KX) supporters, 
Boyce agreed to call a special meeling 
of (he Welfare Committee the following 
W''cdnesday. At this we agreed to leave 
—hut promised to return ’next Sunday* 
unless the Council backed down. 

The Welfare Committee meeting on 
Wednesday decided lo give in. They 
dosed down the hostel, rehoused all 
Ihe families and converted ihe place 
into proper family accommodation. The 
hiishunds, wives and friends had been 
ahsoliEtely suecessful. Once again 'the 
impossible' had Itccn achieved. 

THE I.ESSONS OF ABRIDCE 

A [lumber of points should he realized, 
which arc of importance 10 ibe present 
htpiatters campaign: 

1. Achieving the impossible: Essex 
County Council had claimed that Ihey 
eouldn’i improve conditions, as the place 
was 'unsuitable for whole families’. 
Fun her, they claimed that they were 
‘not a housing aiilhorily' and so couldn’t 
I'diouse Ehc families. Under pressure 
it’s surprising what authorities suddenly 
disco’i'cr they can dti, 

2. The weakness of the police position, 
Our oecLipution of .Abridge, like our 
demon St ration of The HoTHcs. was cer¬ 
tainly a Civil Trespass’ -in other words 
Ihc owners could sue us for damages. 
As regards the police there is great 


Caption to 
Ronon Point 

IT HAS TAKEN THE DISASTER 
at Rotian Point lo convince 
people of the fact that most council 
tenants in tail blocks of flats hale 
them, But they of course are the 
h$i people whose opinion has been 
seriously &t>ughL Le Corbusier's 
vitdon of ’skycrapers in a p^irk’ 
came true years later, except that 
the park got left out. In fact most 
of the amen ikies he envisaged got 
left out. in the interests of economy, 
and it now transpires that in some 
cases structural stability got left 
out too. 

Architects, living no doubt thcni' 
selves in picturest|ue converted 
'Windmills, advanced the Corbii- 
sian dogma: it was taken up 
by local housing managers who 
saw ways of housing a larger 
number of people on a given area, 
with the aid of a higger grant from 
the govern ment. Big contracling 
firms peddled their packagc-dcal 
point blocks to lionsing commtttees* 
and that Is Ihe way ihm the Ronan 
Points got huilL 

It has often been denionsiraicd 
that you can house per>plc decenlly 
a I high densilies, provided dial you 



are willing to meet extra expense 
on providing some of the amenities 
that the rich take for granted in 
their high-density life in Park Lane. 
But this doesn’t apply in Canning 
I'own. 

The Ronan Points are monimients 
to the managerial approach to the 
human environment. If ordinary 
people had the slightest control over 
their own surroundings, would they 
ever choose to house themselves 
that way? 


doubt ax Hi whether they can arrest 
people, C.'crmmly there are no minor 
charges (in Ihis insiance this works lu 
our favour). As regards serious charges 
—there's really only Conspiracy to Tres- 
pji," 3 S“and whether or not that's an 
offence at ail is extremely doubtful, 
(The situulkm as regards real installa¬ 
tions of families i-S rather different—here 
they might be able to make Forcible 
Entry^ under the 1S8! Statute, stick—but 
only might—there arc ways of avoiding 
even this.) 

3. Despite Iheir viqioiy^ the Abridge 
families arc si ill active. One is a \cr\ 
active member of ihe London Squatters 
Cantpaign another has phoned up offer- 
mg 'anv support wc need'. With this 
sort of flilitudc Ihis campirign will win! 

Ron Bailey. 





Coventry Cross Struggle 


^^OVENTRV CROSS, nt Bromby by 
Bow. is an estate that should never 
have been bui!t. It lies at the side of a 
canal, with a flour mill and a waste paper 
sorting factory in Ihe vicinity. Conse 
quently the whole estate is infested with 
rats. 

There arc 190 flats, most of which are 
occupied by families with children. 
O^’crcrowding is thus another problem. 
The chiicfren hav^^ no play sj^cc, and an 
area on the estate that could be made 
into a play space is occupied by air-raid 
shelters that have stood since the last 
war. Tl’icre have been several attempls 
in the past io get the Home Office to 
remove them, but ell were ignored. 

After years of bmfeen promises by the 
fjLC and our requests being ignored, the 
tenants decided the time had con^c for 
fiction. An action committee w-as formed, 
with the help of the East London Liber¬ 
tarian Group, and we got to work. We 
drew up a Tenants' Charter and got it 
signed by nearly all tenants. 

On July 9 we held ouffirst march— 
to the Eastern District Housing Office of 
the GLC w^here a Tenants* Charter and 
explanatory' letter were nailed to the 
dexw. From there, we marched to the 
homes of two local GLC councillors, 
Cllrs. Bmnagan and Boyce, where we 
also kft Tenants* Charters. 

The next demonstration tot>k place on 
July 21 when we vi.sited the stately home 
of Nfr. Horace Cutler, Chairman of the 
GLC Housing Committee. Seventy adults 
and 2D children arrived at Mr. Cutler’s 
country estate in Buckinghamshire at 
5,40 p.m. where he was waiting to re¬ 
ceive us in the long driveway to his 
house. A heated talk took place, but 
while this ws going on a group of 
tenants stormed onto the lawn. At the 
end of the inte^\7cw^ throughout which 
Mr, Cutler, like the clever politician he 
is. W'fis most charming, we extended an 
inviiauon for him to come and see the 
appalling conditions to which the Coven¬ 
try Cross tenants are subjected. 

The next day, Monday. July 22, at 


2 p.m.. Mr. Culler and his retinue of 
bureaucrats arrived at the estate. Wc 
took them on a tour, showing them the 
rat-holes, the drains and the general con¬ 
dition of Ibe area. Wc also took them 
into a few of our Hats, and they all 
agreed thai the flats were not fit to 
live in. 

After the official visit of the bureau¬ 
crats and their statement lhai ihe flats 
were not hi for habi la lion, we decided 
to mount pressure on the local official 
We called on Mr, Vale, District Housing 
Officer, informing him beforehand. He 
declined to sec us at his comfortable 
home in Gidca Park, so we ’phoned him 
repeatedly at all hours of the day and 
night, and T hear that someone sent an 
undertaker to measure up the laic Mr, 
Vale for a coffin. 

Our next move was to get someth ing 
done about the rats, so we decided to 
pay a visit to the Medical Officer of 
Health, Dr. Walton, as wc had been told 
by^ Vale that rodent control was his 
responsibility. So, on August 6, about 
50 of us blocked the main road outside 
Dr, Walton’s office in Commercial Road, 
dishing out leafleb. 

We then entered the offices and, as one 
official told us it was another’s respon¬ 
sibility. so we invaded the next one. Tlie 
officials then tried to split us by meeting 
Mepul-ations of three’, but this did not 
work, because, as soon as the chosen 
three entered any particular office, they 
were joined by the rest of us. We left 
after being told that our complaints 
would be seen to, and the interesting out¬ 
come of this demonstration was that we 
received a letter from Dr. Watton a few 
days later informing us that Hhe ultimate 
eradication of the raU is the responsibi¬ 
lity of the Greater London Council. , . / 
The buck passed back to the GLC who 
formerly had passed it to the local 
borough! 

However, the GLC were finally pres¬ 
surised into meeting our demands on this 
p<>int when we appeared on television 
on August 20 carrying rats and describe 


ine (he places wc haa ropnd rata in the 
lints, c.g., in Ihc bai|, . ^ baby’s cot. 
etc. Embarrassed by 
nmv commenced (be , ope,a,ion of 
properly locating and )„^ing up all the 
nit runs on ihc canal 


DIRECT ACTiON-1946 


On August 9, out blue, when 

wc were all plannmg 

a leUer lo fill l^ flies on the estate, 
mforming us that vvould ail be re¬ 
housed as soon as Prsjsjblef Included in 
the letter was a loaj 


of balderdash say- 


C'ontlnued trnm puge Z 
a If airs ihcmsclves/ 

How much this aiory reveals, not only 
about the squatters, but about the differ¬ 
ence between the stale of mind that in¬ 
duces free independent action, and that 
of dependence and inertia: the dilTcrencc 
between people who initiate things and 
act for themselves, and the people to. 
whom things just happen. 


ing that the nations that had 


taken place at the of members of 

Macey.s siaff badtrt 
at all, and would vvp niorc 

took place. 

We have gained 

more vrclories 
since the initial oac have received 
nott(kation from the Home Office that 
demoliiion of (he 2().year-old air raid 
shelters, which lake up an the children’s 
play space, woulil on September 3 
(about bloody time tool)^ 

The other viebuy came after a visit 
io the District Housing Officer, Mn G. E. 
Vale, who had agreed to meet us, but 
insisted that wc came unaccompanied by 
Ron Bailey, a the East l.on- 

don Libertarian Group, who had pre¬ 
viously caused Mr, Vale considerable 
cmbarra,^meat R, ver, Ron came with 
us, in his cai^city Press Officer, and 
to our surprise the officials treat^ us 
with extreme civilEty, 

The subject was raised about lodgers 
and deserted wives. We believed that 
these would be sent to homeless hostels, 
but they nearly fell over themselves to 
D*^sure us they would be treated as 
tenants (lovely lo see them squirm!). We 
also told them we were not paying the 
rent increa.se and this was not a threat 
but a reality! They replied that this was 
out of their control, but that they would 
definitely appn>ach the Chairman of the 
GLC Housing G>miliittec, Mr. H. Cutler, 
on this matter, 

The change of attitude in the burea- 
crats was something that had to be seen 
to be believed. 

Wc have gained a victory over the 
GLC with three ihuigs; the help of the 
East London Libertarian Group, and 
LlNTTY and ACTEON, action, action 
all the way! T. Jackles. 


When the squatters’ movement is 
viewed against other historical examples 
of direct action applied to the housing 
problem in a non-rcv^olutionary situation, 
four definite phases, comm'on to them all, 
can be discerned. Firstly, Iniliarive, the 
individual action that begins the cam¬ 
paign. the spark that starts the blaze: 
secondly, CoasoEidiiBoii, when the move¬ 
ment spreads sufficiently to constitute a 
real threat lo property rights and be¬ 
comes big enough to avoid being simply 
snufTcd out by the authorities. The third 
phase is that of Success, when the 
authorities have to concede to the move¬ 
ment what it has won: and the fourth 
phase is that of Official Actiiin, usually 
undertaken unwillingly in order to pla¬ 
cate the popular demand, of which the 
direct action has been the most effective 
weapf>n, and to avoid further aUack.s on 
the interests of the propertied class. For 
nothing succeeds like success, and govern¬ 
ments usually realize that, as Kropotkin 
observes, ‘Once the principle of the 
^■Divine Right of Property” is shaken, 
no amount of theorising will prevent its 
overthrow’. 

The first phase was seen in Glasgow 
in 1915 when the Govan housewives re¬ 
fused to pay the rent increases demanded 
by rapacious landlords, while Partick 
women rough-handled the rent-col lectors: 
it was seen in Vienna in 1921 when 
homeless ex-soldiers seized land in the 
ex-Empcror*s hunting park, and began 
to build houses; it was to be seen again 
in 193S when 250 tenants of Quinn 
Square, Bethnal Green, refused to pay 
any more rent until repairs were done 
and rents reduced; it was seen in 
Brighton in June 1945, when ex-service¬ 
men moved a homeless family into a 
house in Round Hill Street, and thus be- 


Homeless of Wandsworth 


V SEPTEMBER 25. 19t}7. wsnus- 

^ worth Borough Council, a Labour 
Couneffi sent an astonishing Idler to the 
homeless families living in its temporary 
accommodaiion (Durham Buildings and 
Nightingale Square). The letter demanded 
that the familiies vacate this accommo¬ 
dation as soon as possible and ’certainly 
within Ihe next nine months'. The 
finding of ulternalTve accommodaiion. 
said rhe letter, was (he responsibility 
cmircK of ihc families ilicnnselves. They 
had already been toLd that the Council 
would not rehouse them, said the letter, 
and they were being informed officiary 
thai they wi^uld not be permitied to 
remain in ihc Council’s welfare accom- 
modfitjoii for longer than nine months, 
that IS, after June !961i. 

The Chairman of (he Welfare Com- 
mi!*ee fa strange name for a comrniitec 
that seal such a tetter] stated in ihe 
prevn that ihe lelter was written after 

gritiii ihoughi as an attempt lu dis- 
c<*uragr htuuekssncss in anyojic who 
iniehi he thinkH>g of becoming homclesv 
as a wri> nf ikhtainifig a council fiat, 

to prt^cni those families who were 
already hi-melcss with ’an adventure 
and a ch»llenge' 

This i*. thf old, old stors ' iificr 

nine month*- tvjLtiorj ijiu^ iIr 
— children inLcn *m1o cart ^ilfluJK^ 
broken up. HouicLs^nthS no 
a reuson Lu fchfuisiug' 

As a?, he heard id this sckndal"u. 
letter. Ron Bailey viaucd ilurh to 
what he < cojh] do He fouml IhLUr 

worried and indignant Juforruiil 
iiigs were arranged and a Durharu 
Buildings J eufints AsstniarhUi 
formed as a icsuli 

7he first action was Ui send a leiui 
t£i the fVniHcil. Signed 1>> people, 
setting out hinic minimum demands 

faj a relraLhoii of the letier and with¬ 
drawal of the 'lunc niou Ills' flu eat 

(b) an avsurance thai no faniiljes will 
be evicted intn the street; 

(c) an assurance that ao children will 
be liikcn ujtii care, and all families given 
a decent place tu live. 

I.In expectedly Ihey received a speedy 
reply from the Gouneil: ilic) w<nild 
meet a deputation of three icnwnis 
Charlie fJwycr. Lm Flower and F red 
Gardiner met die whiile WelLire ( urn- 
initlce of ihc Wandsworth llorough 
Council on Wednesday. November 1 
The meeting lasted for iin hour, hul the 
resLill WHS completely unsalisfaelory 7 lie 
Council asserted their deicrminniiou in 
stick lo thdr new homeless policy and 
refused to give fissur^nces of any kind. 

Alderman Jack Parker, Chairman of 


me Wclfurc O'ommii icu, t/c 3 erjJ!>cct ni« 


Council’s policy as VcaJisifc and fair* 
{Sunday Times, 29,10.67) and ’a genuine 
social exercise’ {Guardian, 30JO.67) and, 
following the receipt of ihc tenants’ 
kltcr, asserted that he was 'not going to 
be browbeaten into making an irrational 
decision' (Sunday Times, 5.1 L67), 

This was just what was ex peeled by 
the tenants, and they now prepared for a 
campaign to browbeat Alderman Parker 
into irralionaffy ending his realistic and 
fair genuine social experiment 11 
On the night of Friday, November 3, 
Charlie Dwyer, Chairman of the Tenants’ 
Association, painted on Ihe wall of Dur¬ 
ham Buildings, in 3 feet high Ictlers 
'Slop Council persecuting children: 
i00+ children need their parents, not 
Council homes. Rachman on Wands¬ 
worth Council, pulling families into ihc 


street will not stop housing problems.’ 
It was an anuizing piece of slogan 
painting: tt sirctcjied about 30 yards 
along the wa!l of Durham Buildings. 
Unfortunfllely hti was caught (after 
lu* jrvtjii Arid chargcd with 


gan the Vigilante campaign: and it was 
seen in May 1946, when the Fielding 
family initiated the Squatters by settling 
in the Scunthorpe camp. 

The second phase was represented by 
the great demonstration of housewives in 
George Square during the Clydeside Rent 


defacing con5i«„„,„y 


discharged anth'jKiund over in the sum 
of £5 next dayilNovember 4. 

The tenants ifconiinued the .struggle. 
They marched? on the homes of Kenneth 
Robinson (Iben jMinisrer of Health) and 
of Alderman' ^ck Parker. There is 
no doubt that they had a large degree 
of success, 

Aldenuan Pj|rker gave in to the 
pressure of tunanls and public opinion, 
The nine month threat proved a paper 
tiger. 

But the »n Squatters say the 
campaign must (continue. 

THE TENjiNTS OF DURHAM 
BUILDINGS MUST NOT LIVE IN 

.soiialor M^i.sr nearby coun¬ 
cil HOlSlSllEMAIN EMPTY FOR 
2-3 YEARS! M.H. 


HEAD, CONTEMPLATE, ACT! 


D I RJIAM Bl ILUJNCS h (yimul of 
a uun^ier of siriitliir liuildjiiK?» pro- 


CouiR'll lo gel [ihe child tu Icnie hujiie 


workers who passed a resolution that 
'unless the government took action to 
reduce rents to their pre-war level, a 
general strike on the Clyde would follow', 
Jn Vienna It was the formation of the 
Land Settlement Movement whose ban¬ 
ners were inscribed wilh the words: ’Give 
us Land, Wood and Stone, and we will 
make Bread!' fn the London Rem Strike 
Movement, this phase was apparent in 
the development of the Stepney Tenants' 
League and the spread of rent strikes all 
over the London area; in the Vigilante 
campaign it look the form of widespread 
occupation of empty apartments and 
among the squatters it was still mare 
noticeable in the seizure of service camps 
in every pari of this country. 

The third phase was implicit in the 
Glasgow Sheriff Court’s decision in 
favour of 1 ft workers summoned for non¬ 
payment of rent, after a deputaiion had 
pointed out lo the Sheriff that: These 
men will only resume work in the even I 


%idcd for liojitelevi laJiijJie^ fis teJikputury 
ficeijiiNiHidfitioir I hi-re is aniillier eiiuully 
griiii find uiffiygieiiiv jituve in Wuiulv 
worth i(heB -liullem'u IB iilge Ituildiiigs 
— find if is ijoi dear why the families 
ihcfL- wen- mu MiniJuHy Livmired hiiIj 
fi Il'IUt pJfii iiij.; fi iijiie liiuil on iJitir sluy, 
L'oi llu Ifisf few years lllese plurc-s Ituve 
Been run l#y llie C,oijrlrMt Bormighs und 
iH-lmv iliiil ihey were run h> ihe LC 'f 
I'III ^.t’ouialiiiiis ifliji Itfiie hi't .11 kiinwii 
ns |;Jiitloes: llml's where yiru qo wlieii 
you'll down and oul, you luit’l sink nay 
lower iJtno llj.if, I'inpli ia iJie loealiiy 
kmrw iJji Dailuijj Jlaiidtat^s tfiinjlU^, iil 
M.hiiol, in ill! pf.tv spill I'i. in lla simps 
uiieir no one j* HI* il lit li^rs hi 

IJiirlifiiNf Ihiilrlaai'’^, JIuil is an Imili- 
imiiii for 90 ffiiiiilies. I.mh Ihn Ii4s mn 
cold tap. oae elcilriv powei pofni aad 
u luiiiiory w II i e II is leiitliifl h> 
Koiag through ihe lliil and rait onln a 
JjfiU ouy oier look ing the yuiil itte 
liiili- I'llildiIII who pluy down hi the y.nd 
|iei- on the Mails ml tier than iJliah jnr- 
hfips four lloois aatl ilivii' is u pennitia^ 
Nail'll ol urine ia flu Jiujldiiius. itioLen 
windov^s are ant nieadi iL na the siuigs 
Ihey are lelJ gapin'; ;.i,d in IrorU dour 
paavh Ihey are vluik oui wilh inipn 
and eiudhoiaiL I nt torles an holh sides 
aaiJ hell hid llu yiuri pour suioke, diisi 
and Mefiiii into iln' lliilfiliaiis. I he htMvv 
Irfilhe ON Tl ork UoiiiL ihitleiseii, noiax 
pelrol liJim-i. II a ehilil leu^e* seliifrij 
and f 4 els a Jiih <ni reuehin;; if a nru* lU 
15, pri‘ssmc is hrciiiglil In hear fiy ihe 


and lilid l(xlul|(j' outside (lie Ituildiiigs. deciding again.« the factor if 


ymi do not. it mcfiiis Ihcit the workers on 
the lower reaches will stop w'ork to¬ 
morrow and join ihcm“ It was seen in 
the Vienna Municipality\s recognition of 
the co-operative building clubs: and it 
took a very obvious form in the rent 
strikes before the Iasi war when the 
landlord of Brady Street. Stepney, had 
to agree to big rent reductions, and to 
wurih <|ji]miiJiiiiy VVurkshnn. who repuirN costing f3.5C1ff tor one year and 

has both aelive in flic tamiiaign £I.OfflMin each year afterwardi^, or when, 

Ihirluiin IlnihUng m the Municipal Toniuiis* Strike in 
Bliminglmm, l.^.tHKl (vopL e.>t rent re 


Si I me of Ihese leenagers sne^ik hutk in 
ut night lo he ihetr fumllies, When 
fill III lies hecpFjK> Immeless, tiiey art not 
iiltowcd to hrj^ iiriy of their own furiii- 
liire with and iliL intans cilhei 

celling it all or luiying for storage 
iiiik'liniiely. 


ffy ^'Hll1ciil fhildiure, of Wiuids- 
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Mi^rv 


iiloniiufiiai on 
llat.s, 

iiuiml iilaces (tliiinh, couiiiiL RtJscmiiHiil-u^uietJ 

(iiixeM). 
ijhcf? Idoiksi. 

tiiHli*rinl j'lMid.'* heuferv, nIUrs ot Hw Inud) uiicl 

tiled sHiri (By pliiiulJir.s cnriK'iders eleclritinn^i, vif,) rii 
ipty phuus linJijfulile. 

^sU for u 24-fiour iinsvveriiiR servkT, 

Vn hear I ruin liuimless tmuiJifs, Liiniliex living in iiituknible 
ion who lire oillini' lo oiciipy cjiiplj hiniiix wiUi - 


duclions amounUng to £30,000 a year 
The official sanctioning of the first wave 
of camp squatten; was the latest example 
of this phase. 

Tn the final phase we see the complete 
justification of direct action as a means 
of forcing the authorities to take radical 
measures that they would not otherwise 
have considered. Fearing further big 
strikes on the Clyde, in the First World 
War. a government completely represent¬ 
ing the landlord class, was forced to pass 
the first Rent Restrictions Act. and. 
remembering this, and with the f93ft-^ 
rent strikes fresh in theiT minds, Cham¬ 
berlain’s government ha.stcncd to intro¬ 
duce the 1939 Rem Restrictions Act on 
the outbreak of the Second World War. 
TTie nffliEant action of the Au.strian wor¬ 
kers made it necessary for the authorities, 
at a lime of complefe economic and 
financial collapse, to initiate the Vienna 
Municipal Housing and Town-FIannfng 
Scheme, one of the biggest and most 
comprehensive in Europe. In 1945 the 
Vigilantes coerced the government into 
granting local aiithorities wide requiri- 
tioning pcwvers and the threat of further 
action made sure that they used them. 
In the same way, the announcement that 
*Eight hundred and fifty former service 
camps are being offered by the Ministry 
of Works to Mr. Aneufin Bevan to help 
him in hts emergency housing drivc^ was 
the measure of the success of the camp 
squatters. But for the opportunist inter¬ 
vention of the Communists, it seems 
likely that the seizure of hotels and 
luxury flats would have forced even more 
significant and spectacular concessions 
from the authorities. 

The new London squatters' campaign 
is reaching out towards the first of these 
stages. Its importance is that it is one 
of those initiatives which could seize the 
public imagination and lead to large- 
scale direct action by and for the home¬ 
less. We, as anarchists, believe in popu¬ 
lar action rather than government action, 
and in a situation in which people have 
surrendered their initiative to govern¬ 
ments the best substitute for popular 
action is poptffar pressure. 

The squatters’ campaign is first of all, 
a symbolic cry for justice, a protest at 
the phenomenon of homeless in one of 
the richest countries in the world. 
Secondly it is a goad to government 
action. And finally, if widespread enough 
and detenTEined enough, it will lead to 
an actual solution of the housing prob¬ 
lem for individual homeless families. 
The organises of the campaign will be 
accused of exploiting the misery of the 
homeless. But this is blatantly untrue. 
The exploiter of the is a society 

which would willingly provide homes— 
at a price which they are unable to pay. 
The experience oL for instance the King 
Hill Hostel campaign of a few years ago, 
was that participation in a demand for 
better conditions, raised the dispirited 
homeless families out of apathy and 
despair into a new self-respect and self- 
confidence. The same can be true of the 
new campaign. 

c.w 

(The auffior of this account wirtiessed 
and assisted the occupation of army 
camps bv sguatters in the summer 
of 1946.)' 
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HOMES IN A FREE SOCIETY 

Confinticd from page 2 
admit plenty of fresh air and to make 
cleaning as simple as possible. They will 
make great provision for privacy—a need 
at present rarely catered for in working 
class families'-and the elimination of 
external sound wilt be carefully achieved. 
They will be built away fiom through 
traffic roads, to avoid both the noise of 
such thoroughfares and their danger to 
children. 

I'oF the first time the social value of 
aestbelies in housmg is likely to be fully 
realised .\ti ugly and monotonous en- 
vii\)nmenl can have hamifhl psychologi¬ 
cal effccls amt coritrihuie to the most un- 
hciifthy frusirations The endless bye-law 
Streets of Victor inn linglnnd with Ibeir 
bar l acks-1 ike terraces of identical houses, 
ihe grim tenements iff Glasgow :md Ton- 
dan, the ribbon roads of the subitrbs 
With their miserably designed lines of 
de niched villus, repncseiit putiems of 
hi ms ing which cannot reapiscar in a 
Miciety tTiat builds for health. Instead 
there sJumUl be houses pleasant and 
various in uppcaruncc, eomforrable and 
healthy foi living. Variety, of course, 
docs MoX preclude harmony, and houses 
in towns sboidd be designed so as to 
Eiiakc u satisfying whole, while those in 
a rural environment .should be built to 
contribiito lo rather than detract from 
the enviroument. A brief study of any 
good textbook of house design, such as 
T\ R S. Yorke’s The Modern Hottse, 
win show what can be done—for those 
who can afford it—in the way of aesthc- 
Tically satisfying dwellings built by 
methods and materials now available v 
When craftsmanship and design are Ireeff ; 
from economic necessity and direction, 
the possibilily of building pleasant homesn 
for everybody should be even greater. \ 











LILIES THAT FESTER 


^NCE UPON A TIN!E in Charing 
” Cross Road Ihere was a radical 
bookshop known as The Bomb Shop*. 
Its proprietor was a Mr, Henderson^ 
who also did some publishing^ Such 
was the explosive nature of the literature 
sold there that on occasion soldiers 
(conscripis in 1914-18) were known to 
have smashed the windows. Came the 
Russian Revolution and the hookshop 
developed along orthodox Marxist- 
Stalinist lines excluding from time to 
time any anarchist or pacifisi literature 
as dictated by circumstances It pros¬ 
pered. notably during the *pairiotk war 
of the Soviet Union' and became CoIJcrs, 
with subscription agencies for E^sl 
European publications. a Russian, 
Chinese, gramaphonc record, and two 
paperback shops. This substantial pub¬ 
lishing cntcriirisc was, and is, owned 
by descendants of Quakers with business 
interests in mustard and starch. 

In the early fifties Collet's expanded 
and in the re-construction the fascia 
board indicating ‘The Bomb Shop' was 
taken down and more significantly a 
muraf imploring the workers of the 
world to unite was plastered over. Per¬ 
haps this was just as well. 

With the gradual recess ion in the 
publishing and bookselling Trades signs 
were not lacking that Collet's were not 
prospering as formerly. Changes were 
gradually made and co-incident with 
this and the decline of 'Stalinism* and 
a more liberal approach in the matter 
of literature stocfcmg“Troiskyisi, Maoist 
and anarchist publications made their 
appearance. (However Collet's never 
the of^ci£tl party’ bookshop. This 
function is filled by Central Books.) 
As was only natural with the conflict 
between capitalist and progressive aims 
there was tension renected at staff level 
with increasing pressures on manage¬ 
ment and ^taff. 

The firsi public dcmnaiion of ihe 
now capitalistic bomb came in the 
circulation of a duplicated letter to 
publishers of several minority political 
magazines stating that with cfTcci from 
a fortnight hence Collet's would cease 
to stock their publication The iiotabte 
exceptions to this ruling were Ptacc 
News. New Statesman. Tribune, Black 
Dwarf, and (of course!) Star 

and allied publications. This circular 
was produced bj ihe management wiih- 
out consultation with the staff. This 
type of devclopmefii under capitalism is 
not iinuiiual—w policy of cost- 

ralionalixation was made by Belter Books 
before they concentrated their shops. 

However more was lo come. A fort¬ 
night ^go Don Ncilsun, who was 
nommally the manager of Collet's 
Charing Cros*^ Ruad bookshop, w‘as given 
notice of dismissal (after thirty yeais 
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of good and faithful service). For some 
time his authority and management had 
been undermined by nominees of the 
owners and this new move foltowed 
the wilhdraw’al of radical periodicals. 

it has been rumoured that following 
the events (and non-events) of October 
27 the central committee of the Party 
diclaicd a new line to Collet's but one 
is loth to believe such an explanation. 
The simple dictates of operating a 
capitalisiic profit-making business and 
the desirability of making Collet's a 
book supermarket, like so many others 
we could name, have been sulTicicnl 
to de-fuse the old Bomb Shop The 
decline of a once progressive shop is 
evidence if need be that ‘Lilies that fester 
smell worse than weeds.' , . , 

However, all is not lost if staff soli¬ 
darity is anything to go on, for on 
Friday, December 6, ten members of 
Collet’s staff (from all branches) picketed 
the Charing Cross Road branch. The 
total labour force is about twenty-five. 
Collet's Penguin bookship closed its 
doors for the whole day with KX)% 
withdrawal of labour proclaiming this 
by a notice on the door advocating 
'workers' controF. This unofficial one- 
day strike in support of Don Neilson 
w*as supported by a petition to the firm 
signed by the majority of workers— 
some who did not strike, signed. 

A concession has been made with 
regard to compensation discussion and 
the union js considering the case. 

A member of Freedom Press group 
joined the picket for a short white and 
was invited (not by Collet's) to display 
upon the window a p<>sicf *No Freedom 
at CoUeFs' and to sell copies of Free¬ 
dom outside the shop: copies of the 
Sociaiisi Worker were also on sale, 

Jack Robinson 


KEPT 

IN THE DARK 

T he preseni government, no 

doubt trying very hard to show its 
detractors that il isn’t feeble or wasted 
after two and a half years of mismanage- 
mem, decided lhai this island should 
adopt British Standard Time, which 
means in thf lorffiost days of winter 
darkness up till and Ixsyofid 8 a,m. and 
an hours more lighi in late afternoon. 
That other continental fad, the introduc¬ 
tion of decimal coinage is so wrapped up 
in the my.'itiquc o-f high finance that the 
inexpert dare not contradict. There is 
nothing so obscure about BST. This is 
the usual government monkeying, with 
the usual disregard for the personal 
bean break which might follow. The 
worry it has caused demands that its 
retention should no longer be tolerated. 
As with the two-tier postal system, 
people arc tn a position to effect a 
change through direct mutual action, 
which will force the authorities to act to 
save face. 

On the morning of November 28, when 
moat people had just finished their break¬ 
fast, s five-year-old boy died on his way 
to school, hit by a car when crossing the 
road m the darkness. Unless a strong 
enough protest is raised there will be 
more accidents. Motorists cannot be 
blamed, considering most of them drive 
Oifire slowly and show their lights any¬ 
where children are likely lo be, but be¬ 
yond making toddler*, very safeLy-con- 
sciotis. and experimenting with aH ^oru 
.4 methods to warn moturisis of the 
> ,.xaikmaJ careless child, nothing will 
4 ]K\red more than persistent agiiation 
fof daylight hours as they were. 

fdward Shurt. lAlucaiinn Miniiiter, 
4iid It wasn't his rcspunsiblliiy anyway. 
Jhi hig dMjn would not botJtej lo 

luifjoious armhands 
J*^! if ol la ad uliler Diddien aie re- 
spioisibJe For M^ing iJie youiigcj ones 
I lie load. wJiiJe rii Wcvt (kitiiany 
•K’hotil dot. noi slaji until day light 
Niuwcj^oaii iliilditij a iwuikhi J ht* 
htandinjvi;MV' tievei get niou' ihun fiHii 
I'j Jive houu dayhgliJ ui ihk wjjiJli, io 
tIu> are lord lo rfavclJing ui Ihe duri. 

Vi ibon iM iiii, deleiiiiinciJ lo lujj the 
rivjiLj iNirnl foJ tluci; yiaii.. hoi iJair lov 
t,i oppou It Pafcjils ^FiiuiFd iioi 

vend ihilr children to ^[looj white H i.s 
si ill dark, for a stiul PiL vuiimbly if the 
foil nuiTibci of .vluud honts allotu-if in 
loll week are alleted it won'i niuitej il 
Mu starting and finishing (ifiH> ure pietty 
lie .XI file 

Ihe pettple who have a Mniv in aeeilig 
Mveir children uie nlivc by ihii lone next 
year sliniMd not be fobbed til! with 
go^einmcnt ussinaoces PateiiU woihciI 
about faial accidents on dark mornings 
rniisl bring all posiihle pre^ure To ficai 
rind sec that iiui goveinnvrnl Iosim ihis 
round 

(A hr id lied) Ron P t a u i 



Drummed Out 

Dear Editors, 

The Orange fascists. !,„* gjg being 

shown up by you sj^lcndidly. 

As one who has lived here for 77 
years with shoil breaks^ j know 

something about them. Year^ii ago it was 
quite common for a l^abom mcclmg at 
a street earner to be broken up by the 
deafening l^mbcg dmm (about four feel 
in diameter) as the diummers and the 
thugs with them (hpough and 

through the inceiiiig. 1 have been man¬ 
handled before now al l.aboiir meetings. 
There were always numbers of police 
who looked on seemingly amused ai il nlL 
Vours trtily^ 

Belfast Wm. Gordon, 

Scattish 

Get-together 

Dear Editors, 

Due to some talk in a few circles of 
Scottish anarchists concerning a proposed 
ScuUish edition or pari of an edition of 
Freedom once a month. l think that a 
gcMogcihcr of ScoiUsh groups and in¬ 
dividuals to discuss this is necessary. 

We could ascertain how many would 
commit themselves to the responsibility 
of the sale of the pa pet and haw many 
would commit themselves to regular 
literary contributions, Sisme preparation 
along these lines I think is necessary 
otherwise too nuicli weight may be 
burdened upon a few individuals— 
which is not unusual. In consequence, 
the project is more likely to fail.’ 

Since Dave Coull, Scollisb secretary, 
has suggested a get-togeilicr first week in 
the new year and 1 concur with this, may 
1 ask comrades for suggestions of time 
and place lo he sent to Dave Coull. Per¬ 
haps other items for an agenda could he 
senf also. Address is in FitrinxrM, 

1 wish to make a special appeal to Scot¬ 
tish anarchist readers of FitriEDOM: How 
about coming fo this meeting and 
participate. 

12 Ross Street. Gtasgo iv/ .V.. R^ LVNN. 

Welsh Anarchist 

Federation 

Dear Comrades, 

Until now the Welsh .Anarchi^l Fedora- 
TTon has hardly existed except lO name. 
W'e would like to put it on a firmer 
footing by establishing regular meetings 


(say three or four Limes a year), a news- 
icltcr, etc. The difficulty in Wales is that 
comrades tend lo be isolated and they 
slip into inactivity. Closer contacts with 
the larger groups in Cardiff and Swansea 
would help to offset this. Therefore 

would all Welsh comrades interested, 

please contact the writer at Ihc address 
below. 

Yours fraternally, 

3 Baymew Crescem, Tony Levene. 

5j41-4LP, 

Glamorgan. 

Wrong Arithmetic 

Fellow Artists, 

Simon Watson Taylor's statement 

(Letters, 30.11.68), that Guillaume Apol¬ 
linaire is worth more than NultalFs 

'bucket of shit' in remembrance, is of 
course unquestionably true, he is w<jrlh 
two buckets. 

It was rather disturbing to see Simon, 
who by his own words is the only artist 
who really understands what Apollinaire 
was about, stand in judgement of Nul- 
tall’s public trauma, when negating Ins 
own revolutionary consciousness. 

For promoting these sycophantic adora¬ 
tions in one of the cultural cathedrals 
that's sole purpose is the bourgeois 
absorption of art, isn't exactly a 'new 
reality’ for anybody. 

We are all aware of the fact that cul¬ 
ture, like the economy, is a politically 
manipulable abstraction. The ICA, like 
all art museums, is the end of the joad 
for any artistic action, from then on in 
art becomes a commodity on the open 
market. What chance the revolution 
(art instigated) in this context? 

No, fellow artists, nostalgic trips into 
dead forms do not work, the spirit and 
the PHYSICAL body need liberation. 
A liberated spirit isn't worth a levitation 
if there is a guy wailing to shoot your 
balls off if you attempt to use this libera¬ 
tion to liberate others. 

As Apollinaire found, beauty springs 
from 'a new source: surprise'. There is 
nothing surprising about finding art in 
the cultural cathedrals. 

The artist for loo long has rationalised 
bis position in the system, his prophetic 
ability is in limbo for as long as he is 
willing to incarcerate his form, or sell 
out. The time has come to act, to create 
even, in the streets, where it's at. 

Yours, 

S.E.9 Malcolm Ross. 


GET YOUR 
ANARCHY 94 
TODAY 


Tory Smear Campaign 
Flattened 


^'pjIE DIRTY TORY campaign against 
* .Aberdeen students has come to a 
sticky (and noisy!) end. John Marshall 
(VII Uie council houses, bring back 
hanging, etc/) was howled down at his 
little meeting in Aberdeen Music Hall 
on Fiiday, December 5, 

Marshall walked oul, scared to face the 
hecklers and called his opponents 'thugs'. 
Thugs indeed! He didg'i have a finger 
laid on him, and if fie cin't face hecklers 
and is scared lo unswcj questions, then 
he sliouldn't go public Speaking. 

J fie truth is lhal Miirsball piobably 
hud no intemiori of answcrfiig qviesiions 
and his peeved OMlbut'fal AbcuH 'thugs', 
etc., is only Ins smokcfcreeii. Muishall, 
or liny oilier Tory, doesn't wuni dehute 
Jhis meeting ts .'iimply iNitt ol the Toiy 
puiieiij oi tieutiiig 'ncitEsveuii'. sintply 
sliiMfig up things know will iipwt 
«lodefUb uud Mien capililjiuig oii the tc 
biMiunt jiiMiJicjiy I nnijeli LoiM and 
Adolf Wafi haw In l it ifuing thi^ tm 
rnoritlii 

Aheideeii 'Outknli iihmild ulsii deul 
wRh Miuic metnhciK the .SR( wtin 
agreeM to tfKuk ill lh»^ lueettni. 'UMn 
wu* a diMy rigged up ttuipalgn to mis- 
IcuU the puhhe Ihe siudeuis, a 

sqiuMid nglit wing cxcidin in eketoraf 
sknJdiiggery Siudeniti sJuMifif deni wiMi 
the!»e hubids at MiC tW‘Xt SHi electitui. 
Iff cuurv they niay be irnujceni. but i| 
they're lltnl naive, who warns them to 
reprcsfjil u^f 

fo Ih liin, Wlight m an 

rriterviivii wiili the fiintly 

uppip^cd any altenipl I*' hike away giunh 
ft our any viudent, Aheuken voIcia 
should lake acue of ^ri*'>halra views, II 
he gel?, away wilh rl, .Wake up one 


fine day and discover your council house 
has been Dogged to some property com- 
patiy run by one of hU Tory coirncM 
mates. Don't get fooled by Marshall's 
anti-student hysteria, it’s you he's after 
loo. 

Hut we venture to bet he won't hold 
another public meeting for a while 1 

Peiier int: Fainiijh. 


Posters (& Leaflets 

Jtolding hack the Kctrl KNe? 

ITCail ONI 
Ueineiiihcr! 

116 fH.F roiiiu'UltMiv 
runiMil hvjil 
huff a nillUon 
iiriUvd IVtnniLs 
U'lucti liy: 

Ijjiulon ivitnalioii of VnurchM^ 

Hilli WhitecluiiH'l High huetit 
l.iMidoiif I' M, 

« « • 

lire above text is p'lukd a?> a paster 
(15 ' X 20") avuMahk NOW t>d each or 
4d. each on do/cn minimum. Postage 
extra. 

Now reprlnieil^ 

■Who the hell do yiui rhmk you iirie' 
.SYHuhMs leadel. fl a l.tNXl. 2/6d a KH). 

Posluge exit a. 4.x6d a 1000, 6d a 100. 

• * # 

I t-'A Mini Foster No I 
Nil ItiiLi UKc I'idle unit Figlii. 
For we are muiiy uud llwy are few. 
WiMi excellent drawing of the Hatch 
family dealing with the rent oolketor 
(hy Aithur Moysc). Rriee 3d. each plus 
postage. 


FIFTH COLUMN 


UP WITH ANARCHISM! 

IN TREE DOM' two weeks ago Geoffrey 
^ Barfoot shouted: 'Down with Artar- 
chism: Long Live Anarchy'. His point 
was that, while anarchy was a moral 
proposition or a method, anarchism re¬ 
presented the rationalisation of the anar¬ 
chist method—an attempt to construct 
theories of what an anarchist society 
should be like, blueprints for a future 
society 

t find this distinction very confusing. 
The word ‘anarchy’ is at present used in 
three principal ways. To the bourgeois 
anarchy is chaos, a slate of disorder. To 
the academic anarchy is simply a society 
without authority. To the anarchist 
anai-chy is a society in which people run 
their own lives. The connexion between 
these three meanings is obvious: the bour¬ 
geons takes for granted that in the ab¬ 
sence of authority chaos will prevail 
while the anarchist asserts that a society 
without authority in which people run 
their own lives is both desirable and 
possible. 

The common element in these meanings 
is equally obvious: .anarchy is always a 
Slate of affairs or situation, whether con¬ 
crete dr abstract, real or hypothetical. It 
is neither a proposition nor a method. 

Anarchism on ihe other hand can cer¬ 
tainly be called a scries of assertions or 
propositions, for example that society 
without authority is possible. Alterna¬ 
tively anarchism can be seen as an 
approach to politics, a method of attack¬ 
ing existing forms of social organisation 
and proposing alternatives. 

As a series of propositions or as a 
methtnl anarchism usually includes trying 
to answer Ihe question: what will an 
anarchist society be tike? Another way 
of phrasing this question is to say: what 
will anarchy be like? Anyone who 
wishes to sugge.st that anarchism should 
not ask this question would express hh 
message more clearly by saying: Down 
with Anarchy: Long Live Anarchism. 

I would not shout this last slogan my¬ 
self, Any fiindamcnEa) criticism of 
society raises the question: how should 
a future society be organised? The first 
and most important reply to this, as 
Geoffrey Barfoot says, is that anarchy 
cannot be 'forced into a prcdetermiiicd 
pattern'—or it ceases to be anarchy. 

But that is not the end of the dis¬ 
cussion. All sorts of suggestions can be 
made about the way society might orga¬ 
nise itself—from general principles like 
the abolition of the yvages system lo 
detailed proposals on !fiich subjccta as 
transport and waste disposaL 

The essential thing to remember how¬ 
ever is that all attempts to say what a 
future society would be like are based 
on our experience of existing society^— 
and limited by it. Our picluie of anarchy 
—whether it is vague or precise—is more 
appropriately described as a myth than 
a blue print. 

The myth is based on our current 
views, needs and aspirations: it reflects 
what we think and want now as we look 
at and object to the society we live in. 
The function of the myth is to help us 
argue in our present situation that an 
alternative to existing society is possible 
Fhc myth inevitably changes as society 
develops. 

But to Geoffrey Barfoot a myth must 
be an absurdity: ‘a proposition must be 
examined to see if its assertion is cap¬ 
able of being falsified by reference to 
sense data. If it is not, then the pro¬ 
position can be said to be devoid of 
empirical meaning,’ He goes on to say 
that the concept, working class, has little 
empirical content and is therefore 
meaningless. 

Geoffrey's adoption of the bourgeois 
idea of ‘empiricism’ does not help him 
in his attack on the construction of 
theories; empiricism, to use his language, 
is the taiionalbation of the empirical 
method. It is one ihiitg to stress the im¬ 
portance of ensuring that our views 
should be based on the world as it is— 
quite another to attempt to restrict dis¬ 
cussion to what can be demonstjuted 
by appealing to the evidence of the 
senses. Moreover Geoffrey cannot do it 
himself. 

.As he i.s forced to lulmit the basic 
anurcliisi propositions cannot be testcrl 
Of dcmunslruled in the way empiricism 
demands. If they ton arc therefore 'vir- 
liiutly meaningless' what exactly is he on 
about? The only move left in him is lo 
ledeline einpLrici.sm: a proposition must 
he ca|Yahle of being faJsilicd by rcferctico 
to sense data - unless il is an anarchist 
pitvposiliou. 

1 suggest Muit empincism should be 
lefl til ihnse philosophers wlui arc pii- 
mauly iiUcrestetl in iusiifying the exist¬ 
ing poliiicui set-np and their own 
iniictiviiy. 

\ would not disagree with the idea lhai 
we should be cn>pirical, But il can be 
dcmonstinied enipirically that people do 
not res!lid themselves Itj remarks like 
A [unmd of sugar, please' If they did 
we could all give up. 

WyNrokiJ Hicks. 



















FIRE THE GIC 


JT IS INDEED the measure of our 
time that the spectacle of Lon^ 
don’s firelighters standing on the 
forecourts of their stations publicly 
soliciting names for a pay increase 
is unworthy of newspaper comment 
and this in an age when a single 
blackleg at some small industrial 
plant can command the from page. 
As our economy disintegrates* as 
the State’s demand for greater work 
output outstrips the weekly wage 
packet and the rise in the prices of 
our daily necessities* so the old 
Edwardian social myths flow down 
the sewer of history for the death 
of Empire is the death of illusion. 

In a period of middle-class 
affluence and mass imemploymenk 
they could fill the public services 
with men from the armed forces* 
already broken to the whip of disci¬ 
pline and the guarantee of the job 
for life, and the small but additional 
State pension at the end of a blame¬ 
less job-life created a social working- 
class strata wbo could be relied on 
to take no part in the social unrcsi 
of the moment and in the final con¬ 
frontation would stand by the Stale 



Contact Column 


This column ciiUts for mutiud aid. 
Oonationa towards cost of typetettinB 

will be wdcomt. 


Wisau Anarchist seeks conUict with anar¬ 
chists from same area. Brian J, 
Banks* 553 Liverpool Road, Piatt 
Bridge, near Wigan, Lancs, 

‘Far from Vietnam’ (Godard’s film)* AEU 
Hail* Robinson Road, Crawley, 
Sussex, 3 p-m,, Sunday, December 22. 
Admission 5/-. 

Poster Workshop Benefit Night. All 
Saints' Hall, Powis Gardens, Netting 
Hill* 7.30 p.m.* Friday* Januar^f ID, 
Admission 5/-. CAST Theatre Group, 
Angr^* Arty Society. Agd-prop 

Street Players. 

Poster Workshop, 61 Camden Road* 
N.W/l, Silk screen facilities at the 
service o£ the class struggle. 

French Slodcnl of British Anarchism 
191&-1950 wants firsi-hand informa¬ 
tion. Lallorelh. IB rue du Cdr. 
Bicheray* 76 Lc Havre. 

Orgunf; actunmJulor required. Pref. rent 
but buy if cheap. Write Frances 
Edwards. The Bam* Stair. Newlands, 
nr. Keswick* Cumberland. 

Any comrades going to European Con¬ 
ference in Lucca. Italy, December 2W- 
January 4 with car* please contact: 
Jen & Roz. 33 Cl if den Road, Brent¬ 
ford, Middx. 

Australian ANARCHY NOW. TItc price 
is 5/4d. not as previously stated in 
Frijjxjm. 

Free SclioiUs CampHign* Support needed 
for anii-aulhorilBrian Schools Cam¬ 
paign. Posters available 6d. each, 
" = per dojcen Duplicated kallets J/- 
per UK)* postage extra. Any olhui 
kaflLl.s or poster.H on schools needed 
Contact Roger Sadiev, 90 Ermine 
Road, ST.13, or phone Mike Rauley 
al DUN 1572. 

The OyiJi, 242 l..aocaster Road. W.tl 
Music, Poetry, Theatre evety Wed 
2/6 Audience participation. Dec. IK, 
J'he Mandiila ^und and the Where 
liouse f onipany. 

Free library at Trinity Ollege. Dublin. 
Based cniirely on trust, No finus* no 
membership. Open to all, Bnoks 
freely donated and fieely borr^rwed. 
Address for travellers: 20 College 
Lane, Dublin. 

Red Halier* No. 2 now out l/6d plus faJ. 
post from: Anthony Reeder. 44 
Upper Orwdi Sirerst, Ipswich, Suf- 
folk 

Kadgtr-. and IlHritiera* Hcdangtrlar melal 
hlack/red badges 2/6 each post fret 
or bulk rate (ID or more) I /■ cudi— 
resell at 2/- or 2/6 Also flags and 
banners to order, from 7/6 McGee, 
42 Pendarvci Street. Beacon. Cam 
borne. Coni wall. 

Mnkluio Po^er/Caleirdur, In aid of 
(AnarchlstJ Black C'ross Splendidly 
designed and printed, Poster 2/6d. 
Calendar 7/6d. from Freedom Press. 
Postage extra, 

Birminghnni DLscus^jun Mediiigs, lues- 
da vs at 7..30 p.m. Venue usually at 
The f rown* Cx>rpomtion Street, Fur¬ 
ther informnlion from Peter Neville, 
c'o Pence Action C'entre, Factory 
Road* Birmingham* 19. (S.A.F.) 

If you wish tn tiinlcc Contact Id us know. 

**rnitKl by Exprcai Priiit«n. t-andon, E.l Wm 


against their less fortunate fellow 
workpeople. 

But the days of the nursery and 
Kipling's grey cruisers guarding the 
lifelines of Empire, of the cheerful 
i hree- del i ver ics - a- day poslm a n * of 
the jolly policeman haloed by gas¬ 
light* the plump and smiling cook* 
and the loyal colonial troops* no 
longer form part of the lore ot our 
times and are but legends for the 
ancients of the saloon biir and the 
Ur politicians of the Young Qiiiser- 
valivc Group/Party/? 

ILLUSIONS ARE ENDED— 
PEOPLE WORK FOR MONEY 

The demand for labour has now 
created the situation in which the 
workpeople no longer seek the job 
that guarantees them a job for an 
X number of years ahead and the 
public sector of admin isl rat ion are 
now forced out into the open labour 
market to haggle with the private 
employer for the available labour. 
The public image of the doctor, the 
postman and the putfer train driver 
long ago crashed into the dust of 
yesteryear’s idols as the cost of their 
industry lost contact with its service 
in the economic jungle of inflation. 
Only the nurse* the policeman and 
the fireman were left to hold back 
the sugar-sweet tears that flow from 
St. John's Wood and points west* 
for they restored the belief that 
somewhere within our ailing society 
were groups of people who accepted 
the moral responsibility for their 
work before material gain. 

The police will always be pro¬ 
tected by the State and Ihe class In 
authority* for they are its final safe¬ 
guard* and the doctors will always 
have a compliant press to alibi their 
demands leaving only the nurse and 
the firefighter to accept bad working 
conditions in exchange for the head- 
pat of public approval. Old and 

aCL^Cp^dcf illusions inay cniniblo in 

but a matter of months but we who 
were weaned unthinkingly on them 
still fee! that small sense of shock 
at the Hogarthian picture of a Lon¬ 
don policeman queueing with Car¬ 
naby Street-garbed strutters to sign* 
by the light of a Dance Palais* the 
petition held out by a uniformed and 
helmeted firefigluer within the fore¬ 
court of the fire station* 

SHOULD THE FIREMEN 
WITHDRAW ALL THEIR 
LABOUR 

A sad world, my masters. The 
petitions ihemselves are valueless for 
anyone will sign a paper that saives 
their conscience and costs them no- 
ihuig* and the lirefighlers are now 
one of the few working groups I hat 
can claim to have no enemies, l"or 


POLICE BRUTALITY 

Confinued from pstge Z 

A.E.'s witnesses were not reported in 
the press. 

A leiiflei wilh the liile 'Stop Fascism’ 
was banded out during the trial out¬ 
side ihc court. It fiavc a history of 
police violence in Sweden* during 1931, 
J932. and 1967. It told us that durint; 
ihe Second World War active resi.steis 
to fascism were put into labour eamp.'^. 
If ibi-s fascist Tendency is not slopped 
Sweden will become a police slate it 
said. 

On October IH Pngurube was found 
guilty of SIX eburges. He was senieuceil 
to sIk months' impnstmment. a fine 
of £K50 and deportation fur life rroin 
Sweden. Me is appealing 

7'he Right-wing .SVeujfAw lhii*hhfitvt 
said, 'A C is a typical left-wing exireniist. 
and has been used as a martyr by 
left-wing youth organisations. . Wbal 
type of criminal r>* 2 r»on will be the 
next martyr 7' The editors of 

the Swedish capilahsl newspaper.^ have 
all played a part to keep the public 
passWe, so that Cngurube shall be 
victimised. 

[4 bridged) 11 

Xmas Subscription 
for a Friend ? 

iMtod bj premloa® Lnadv. 


three years firefighicrs have 

pressed their claipi for a wage in¬ 
crease and dils public imini* 
reflation of intenial unrest 

Mitchell and thg Greater London 
Council have agreed to make an 
offer W'hich at the time of going to 
press lias already been rejected by 
many of the stations* 

n is the firen^en’s case that they 
are forced by their job to work 56 
hours a w^eek for a flat 8s. 7d. an 
hour* With 5 ()q below strength 

they arc* as in every other industrial 
situation* being exploited by the 
employers and they claim that for 
the 56 ' hour - week, 1 Sdiour •* long 
night shifts* undermanned stations* 
no overtime payntenl and no public 
holidays off they should receive an 
extra £2 a week. The firefighters 
claim I hat their weekly wage is £18 
a week but ont must point out that 
this is the take-home pay and the 
official rate for the rank and file 
firefighler is £^040 a year* rising and 
sticking at £1,247 a year, but what 
matters is that wc live on our take- 
home pay* not on what the employer 
records in his wage bill account 
book* 

At the time of going to press the 
GLC have offered the firefiglilers 
a £1 Is, a week pay increase but as 
always the same evil productivity 
demands are included. 

TO ACHIEVE PAY RISES 
WITHOUT STRINGS 

They ask the men to surrender the 
given day in lieu if called upon 
to work on a public holiday* with 
the exception of Christmas Day* and 
nastiest of all* the employer's de¬ 
mand that the practice of closing 
down the fire station at one niid-day 
Saturday for the weekend for all 
internal and external cleaning and 
repair work shall be surrendered 
and that the men shall agree, not 
only to be Qi\ fire call IhroughouL 
the w^eek* but that they wm be on 
fire call on weekends unci doing 
various maDtird jobs as w'ell such as 
repairs and cleaning* 

It is the old story on the pari of 
the employer that if ihe meii want 
a pay increase they must be pre¬ 
pared to pay for it out of the labour 
of other men axed by their extra 
work and in the fireilghters’ case it 
means that, with these and other 
concessions* die GLC will make a 
profit out of this 50% pay offer* 

The final deoision must fie with 
the London ftrefighiers but they will 
be foolish to surrender one single 
working condition for payment* as 
the London busmen and women 
learned to their cost* and for those 
little comrades who believe that cer¬ 
tain workersihave a moral responsi¬ 
bility not to withdraw their labour, 
ihe question ps, are you accepting 
your moral responsibility* little com¬ 
rade* in the (matter of the London 
firefighters and their £2 pay claim? 

LlTMPtNPROLtT.4R[AT. 


‘BAD PUBLICITY’ 

A RISE IN RECORD TIME for the 
Diinktn tyre inspijctars at Rochdnlcl 
Aftur Ihrcu of stiff mwnapcmcni 

reNisiancc, Utlting imd bluff. Lhc tirm 
^JUddenly gavd vvay to our demands 
for fi 10/- a rise. 

What brftU|!ii about this suddoi^ 
change ()f huiri was, very likely; the 
rirni’s dismay icccnl reports in Fiun:- 
iiOM. Lopicij oj (hia paper have romid 
rheit way to niEinagcment, and Ihc 
tirnia in a fl^p uboul lhc I>jkI publicity' 
it's been gelling 

So at tile jjftnic time as I hey were 
put ling our |Kiy up* the hnb^'.ct. were 
demanding lo know the name of yosn 
correspundciiL Luckily, the shop steward 
couldn’t help picm and nobody can 
pnrve who’s this si nil. 

And now if this isn’t cmnigh, 
I’ve niore bsaJ news for bosses in the 
Roclidule urii 5 |. the formal ion here 

I Hist nio nth Qt th e n o n- sec l a i iu n Si>c i a 1 i sl 
Action (.'ornpiittcc is sure lo take balilc 
for ludusiriaj freedom up here, riyhl 
into the boni;!,' back yard. Meaning 
of course bad publicity fur the 

local f low’s your ulcers? 

Si GENtHAr. WoBKca 



for Workers’Control 


DECEMBER 14 1968 Vol 29 No 38 


PIB REPORT 


Win a Penny, Lose a Penny 


T he REPORT by the Prices and 
Incomes Board on the Building and 
Civil Engineering industries is a hard¬ 
hitting attack, on both the employers and 
the trade unions. But in saying this, the 
repi>rl gives fittle comfort to the W'^orkers 
in the industries, for the PIB reports are 
first and foremost the Stale's attempt to 
make industry' more efficient and to bring 
about more control over wages* union 
organisation, bonus .systems and wage 
drift. 

The report emphasises that the manage¬ 
ments should bring these things about 
but adds that the Government ought to 
use its power, as purchasers of half the 
industry's total output* to force employers 
to impletncnt these changes. After all* 
the Board is only doing the bidding of 
the Government and if Britain's industry 
is to remain competitive, it must be effi¬ 
cient. It cannot just be left to lhc 
employers, for they usually pass on wage 
increases to the consumer, so the State 
assists in keeping capitalism on its toes. 

Of course one of the reasons why 
rnanagement in the building industry has 
been found so inefficient is because there 
is virtually no foreign competition on the 
home market. The Financial Times has 
suggested that it 'might be possible to 
experiment on inviting overseas contrac¬ 
tors to tender for selected contracts*. 
FOLLOVUNC GOVERNMENT 
POLICY 

A lot of the report is taken up with 
wages and on this item the PIB does not 
waver one iota from llic Government's 
policy on incomes. As was expected, the 
report comes out against paying the Id, 
an hour of the agreed interim increase. 
It points oxit that the Government’s 
White Paper on incomes lays down that 
the ceiling of 3k% on increases allowed 
under its criterion is to be applied as an 
annual rate* so that at least twelve 
months must elapse between settlements* 
Having got a Id. an hour cost of living 
increase in March, under the previous 
agreement* the November interim award 
of 3|d. for emftsmen and lid, for 
labourers went beyond the 3^% In any 
one year* 

TTie W'hite Paper on increases says: 
‘Cost of living sliding scales arc of 
diminishing importance in industry (sic), 
and pay increases resriUing from such 
existing arrangements should be taken 
fully into account In applying the ceiling 
to the pay of the group covered.' Of 
course the opposite Is true and the cost 
of living clause was one way of keeping 
lip wilh rising prices* 

With regard to the trade union claim, 
first submitted over a year ago, for a 
guaranteed 40-houi week with a 14% 
wage increase giving £17 I Is. 8d, for 
craftsmen and £15 for labourers, lhc 
report agrees wilh the guaranteed week, 
hut comes out fully against any further 
incrcci.se until November* !%9. The PIB 
justifies these conclusions not only because 
il thinks the industry is inenicicnt, but also 
bee:iuse they ‘cannot ignore the current 
ccunumic siluaiiun in which the benefits 
expected of dcvaUiation have been fiirih- 
coming more slowly than was expected 
An importan! condition for the realisa¬ 
tion of the expected benefits is that costs 
should ctnilhiuc lo he contained.' 

As with other industries* the PIB 
report notes considerable wage drift, both 
with companies employing a small 
number of men and Ihe large concerns, 
However, wage drifi in the large cimv 
panics comes vvilh bonus incentive 
schemes where union organised sites can 
push up their earnings by negotiating 
belter targets The .small firms mainly 
pay a plus rale on lhc basic wage in 
Ollier lo all met and keep their operatives, 
hut which, nevertheless* does not reach 
the levels paid by most large firms. After 
all* the industry' is a large and complex 
(ure, covering the jobbing builder wilh 
one or two men to companies employing 
2*1)00 .3,0011 opcrnlive.s. Many building 
woTkers skip from one end of the scale 
to the other 


STEWARDS DID A GOOD JOB 

The PIB finds that on the majority of 
the sit£5 they investigated where bonu5 
schemes were in operation* there was no 
real incentive, the productivity did not 
equal the wages being paid and firm 
guide-lines were not in operation for lhc 
schemes, Of course, what this means is 
that workers were earning too much in 
relation to the amount they were turning 
out, which usually means that the 
stewards had done a good job for the 
lads on the site. 

There is no doubt that inefficient 
management docs play a tremendous 
pan in what the report calls a low out¬ 
put industry. In fact it estimates that 
workers are only productive for two- 
thirds of. the time. This jncfficiency* 
which often reduces Ihe earnings of 
workers* occurs when the managements 
are unable to plan job.s in a proper 
manner, getting all trades working on 
top of one another in order to rush a 
job through* Usually it takes much 
longer bei^usc of this way of working. 
When you hear a head of the building 
department of the biggest local authority 
saying he will flood the site wilh men to 
get the job finished* just to satisfy some 
completion date set by bureaucrats who 
have little or no knowledge of the con¬ 
ditions prevailing on the site, one under¬ 
stands and sees how much better things 
would be with workers' control. 

RECOMMENDS IWIOxN- 
EMPLOYER TIE-UP 

The whole emphasis of this report, as 
with previous ones* is on containing 
costs* including wage drift. As the PIB 
has pointed out before* wage incroaaeS 
gained at local and factory level arc a 
major cause of this drift. In many fac¬ 
tories and building sites* strong union 
organisation has achieved considerable 
bonus earnings* It is these costs that the 
Government and the PIB want to con¬ 
tain. To achieve this, the PIB calls on 
the unions lo assist the employers to lay 
down *guidc-lines‘ for incentive bonus 
schemes* with no control by the shop 
stewards and members, .lob evaluations 
are called for and the whole basis 
whereby the rank and file can negotiate 
targets would be undermined. 

The PIB report favours more company 
agreements* giving facilities for shop 
stewards, such as meetings, etc., but 
keeping a tight union-employer rein on 
bonus schemes. They also recommend 
some variation in the pay .scale for skill. 
This* of course, will mean some form of 
grading* adding further divisions between 
workers. 

But workers cannot expect anything 
else from a State-sponsored body like 
the PIH. It Is not meant to serve the 
interests of the workers, but quite the 
contrary. It means to pull the union 
bureaucrats and the employers up, by the 
boot-straps if necessary; to increase the 
exploitation of labour. It wants an 
efficient industry and estimates that pro¬ 
ductivity can be increased by 
hut at whose expense? We all know the 
answer to that one! 

As a postscript to the PIB report, the 
trade unions verbally condemned it. But 
now the trade unions are back to square 
one, At their meeting last week their 
endeavours to retrieve the situation had 
a tragi-comedy flavour, What they de¬ 
cided on was to put a conslitutional 
amendment to the industry’s national 
jomi council reducing the basic rate by 
M penny an hour, but on condition that 
management introduce bonus schemes on 
alt sites adding between 20-30'V. to basic 
wages. Df course the employers will re¬ 
ject thi?i and even if they don't* the 
Gtnetnmcnt will, so where do we go 
from here? The trade unions, because 
they have been unwilling^ to face up to 
the Government and fight for the justified 
claim, arc now in the embarrassing posi¬ 
tion of trying to find a way out of asking > 
for a reduction in wages, Tf the trade 
union leader wanted more bonus 
schemes* why wail all these years? 

P*T. 























